=DAWNE

PPP, PML-N endorse demand to award
15pc tickets to women on general seats

By Ikram Junaidi

ISLAMABAD: Representatives of
PPP and PML-N on Wednesday
endorsed the demand of a human rights
activist, seeking 15pc party tickets on
general seats and 33pc on reserved
seats for women.

The demand was presented at a consul-
tation organised by Aurat Foundation
(AF) in collaboration with South Asia
Partnership Pakistan (SAP-Pk).

The event was attended by political
parties’ representatives, Senator Taj
Haider from PPP and Mehnaz Akbar Aziz
from PML-N. She is also parliamentary
secretary on law and justice.

National Database and Registration
Authority (Nadra) Chairperson Tariq
Malik, Counsellor Political Canadian
High Commission (CHC) Paul Godbout,
civil society organisations, women politi-
cal workers, party activists, members
from transgender community, persons
with disabilities, academia and media
attended the event.

Human rights activist Tahira Abdullah
presented key recommendations on con-
stitutional and electoral reforms, includ-
ing extension of women’s reserved seats
provision for the next 30 years, with a par-

liamentary review every 10 years;increas-
ing reserved seats from 17pc to 33pcin all
legislatures and local government tiers;
including reservations for transgender
persons (5pc), persons with disabilities
(10pc), peasants (5pc), workers (5pc) and
33pc women within reserved seats for reli-
gious minorities; increased quantum of
political party tickets for women contest-
ing on general seats from 5pc to 15pc
across the board; tickets to be awarded on
‘winnable’ and ‘electable’ seats; increas-
ing women’s political party membership
at senior policymaking positions; training
women legislators; and women to be
appointed Chairs of 33pc standing com-
mittees.

Harris Khalique of Human Rights
Commission of Pakistan (HRCP)
endorsed all the proposed reforms, saying
participants should not back down on
these demands.

Activists should continue the move-
ment for democracy and political rights,
he added.

Taj Haider commended and endorsed
all the proposed reforms and pledged to
bring them to the knowledge of PPP lead-
ership and also to the Pakistan Democratic
Movement coalition, currently working
on electoral law reform.

Nadra chairperson Tarigq Malik pre-

sented a list of all progressive measures
he hasinitiated at Nadra for gender equal-
ity.

He said Nadra issued 125,000 CNICs
daily, of which 56pc were for women and
decreased the gender gap from 14.7pc to
8.9pc within one year.

The chief guest, Mehnaz Akbar Aziz,
parliamentary secretary for law and

justice, commended this initiative,
despite  the polarized political
environment.

She pledged to continue working for
women and children’s rights and bring-
ing more marginalised women into the
political process and promised to help
include the proposed reforms in the
draft bill.

Paul Godbout spoke the importance
Canada places on women’s political par-
ticipation and social inclusion.

Nadeem Kashish and Julie Khan spoke
on transgender, gender non-conforming
and intersex (TGI) issues, while Imran
and Zulgarnain Asghar highlighted prob-
lems of people with disabilities.

In the end, moderator Nacem Mirza
thanked all participants and announced
that a working group had been formed to
present the proposed reforms to the law
ministry and parliamentary standing
committees.



