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Aurat Foundation rejects Cll proposed hill

» Bill suggestinig beating of women is unconshtutmnal

Staff Report

ISLAMABAD: The National Advisory

Fornm of Aurat Foundation noted with

concern the news item thal appeared in a

section of press ubout the Council of

- Istamic Ideclogy’s proposed “protection
of women against violence bill™.

The proposed, bill asks women to
stay away from public life, oot reeeive
foreign delegates and for women purses
not to attend io male patienis. This hill

- suggests that a hushand should be
allowed to ‘hght[g.r beat” his wife if she
does not obfey the commands and: defies
his desires. I further sopsests (hai 6 4
woman does ot observe hijab, tater-
acis with strappers and speaks toudly,
she deserves beating.

In the meeting Aurst Foundation
membery strongly rejected the pro-
posed kill and termed it unconstitution-
al, illegal and in vielation of women’s
rights and fondameniz! human righis.

The fnrum further expressed that it
considers Partiament as the only body
to propase and make laws and axpects
pariiament to withhold all such
gttempiy to curb wemen's righiy in the

name of religion.

(The members of the National
Advisory Forum inciude curcent aud
former ministers of women develop-
ment, eurreni and former chairs of the

Nationdl and Provincial Conssitalons
on the Status of Women, retired ju 8

women’s rights activists, MNA=s, ME
sengtors and academics,

Member Mationa! Assemnbly
Muraza Hussan said in this context
wemen in our society already batieped
up why Maulana Sherani goiung to
legitimize it,

Eill proposed by the CI against
Punjab Government Women Protection
Bill (WPRB) has sparked outrage among
the civil society and women organiza-
tions wherein it is sugrested to keep
away the womeon from public life,

The women organizations regretted
that the CiI proposed bill bas allowed
hushands to subject their wives fo light
beating and disallowed the female merse
to provide health cave to male patient.
Woman is getting on the nerves of
Maulana Sherani, they added.

CTE also demanded that provision
incorporated in family laws for seeking

pﬁruussmn from first wife for second
marriage should be deleted.

Human Righis Commission has
described this proposed bill an attemipi
io open new front against the women,
Mauksna Sherani looks unaware of the
concept of Ijtehad, In terms of women
prebilams he seems to revert to the era
when there was no concept of scientific
imventions and even Edison had not
myenbed bulb and people wsed Lo travel
om camels and horses,

If Maulana is 50 fond of reverting to
the past then be shonld start travelling
on camels and harses. He is benefitting
from scientific inventions and modern
tcchnology fully and on the other hund
he is not prepared to accept DNA test as
hasic evidence in rape cases, the commis-
sion stated.

Parliament should not allow anyone
te encroach npon women rights in the
nzme of religion, commission stressed,

Social worler Bahia Hadi said %7
per cent parliamentarians are Mushins
and they legisiate as well, Then why
there is any need of CIL, she questioned,

Under article 25, women enjoy egual
rights with men, she said.



