“HF FXFRFs»

TRIBUNE

Engaging citizens

Civil society bodies
VOW (0 ensure people-
centric governance

New forum
launched to

help in focused
lobbying, actions

@ OUR CORRESPONDENT
A o
Civil society organisations
from across the couwntov
joined hands on Thursday
te launch a reprezentative
forum for prometing citi-
ze1s” Cights and bridging the
Eap between govermument and
the peopls,

The “Pakistan Civil Society
Forum" was formed dur-
ing a consultation meeting
corvened by the Souch Asia
Partnership-Pakistan. The
consultation was artended
by representatives of anound
30 civil society organizations
which will be part of the
{orum.

Participants said the forum
wolld sarve az 4 joint plat-
form of acdan, coctdina-
tion and ergagement with
the government, naticnal
and intemnational institu-
tiong, They said it would
pramote efforts w stenpthen
democracy, protect funda-
mental human rights and
place Ui people's concarns
on the natienal agenda
tarough focused lobbying
and actions.

according to participants,
the country was [aced
with geriolis governancs
problems, terrorism,
lawlessness, rising poverty,
erergy crisis and economic
challenges, They =ald the
countrv's development and
policymaking both had
yet to =ee adeguate public
participation, Issues of
pender discrimination,
Erowing religious intolarance

arul rising wends of ethnic
and sectarian vielence wers
troubling signs, they adced.

The representatives said
civil society mist continue
its stroggle to strengthen
demecratic processes and
ensure social and economic
justice through coordinated
actions, A national-lewel core
commitees for the forum —
cormprising of representatives
from all federating units
and rights-hased organisa-
tions— was formed at the
consultation,

The committce will cngage
other sivil society organisa-
tong, public representatives,
srate insrimitions and con-
cernied citizens to civersify
its suppert base, perticiparts
gaid.

e event was
hetd at the offics
of the Aurat
Foundation

Represanlatives also en-
dorsed a resolution calling
upon the new govornment
ter take demacratic tradition
forward and ensure people-
centric governance, They also
demanded a bottom-up par-
ticipatory approach for plan-
ning and development, The
resolution hizhlighted the
peed To take devolution proc-
pee fram the provinees to tae
diztrict level with substan-
rive [nsticutional reforins
and geruine represeriiarion
of the public.

The event was held at
the office of the Aurat
Foundation, a non-goveri-
rnental organdaacion working
for women's rights,
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