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Feminist tribute

The struggle for women’s rights
through artists’ eyes

i

DEPICTIONS: The art that was showcase:

Art exhibition
displays pieces
highiighting
injustices that
females face

@ SEHRISHALI

ISLAMABAD

In connection with
International Women'’s Day,
students and senior artists
came together to depict art
that was glaringly femi-
nist and in-your-face at the
Rawalpindi Arts Council on

Students from Foundation

A

University displayed their
theses titled “Death and soul”
at the exhibition that was ti-
tled “Art for a Cause”.

‘Working on large canvases,
the majority of the figures
painted by the younger artists
were female. “I think young
artists prefer drawing women
as it gives a more mysterious
aura to the piece, the female
is an enticing, enigmatic
figure for artists,” explained
Nida, an art student.

Some of the pieces conveyed
a tinge of angst,

Thrée framies set-together
by Harris depict three major
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99 ve covered all
aspects, female
infanticide, women
facing barriers in their
everyday struggle and
honour killing are all
apartof my work

Artist Aliya Mirza

religions and their death
rituals in miniature tech-
nique. Muslims mourn the
death of a loved one, a grim
reaper welcomes an evil'soul
in hell in Christianity, while

the concept of reincarnation
is depicted in Buddhism.
“When I researched online for
my thesis I found out about
different beliefs about the
soul’s journey after death,”
said Harris.

I wanted to depict these
different beliefs as simply as
possible, he added.

Senior artists - displayed
more seasoned brushstrokes
in their work. Maniza
Janbaz’s simple small water
colour pieces of a woman on a
balcony echoed despair. Aliya
Mirza’s fiery pieces SHow="
cased a variety of women-
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artists prefer drawing
women as it gives
amore mysterious
aura to the piece, the
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artists
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related issues. Working
with predominantly red,
the self-taught artist used a
knife to create a struggling
woman trying to free her-
self of societal shackles in
oil-on-canvas.
I've covered as many aspects
“7ds possible, female infanti-
cide, women facing barriers

in their everyday struggle and
honour killing are all apart of
my work,” said Mirza. Many
could be seen appreciating
the reflection of emotions
in each of her 10 pieces.
As one visitor stated, “She
has painted with anger and
passion.”

‘Hajra Mansoor’s quintes-
sential lygraceful female,
Raja Changez Sultan’s murky
dreamy women and Masoor
Rahi’s distorted abstract fig-
ures were also exhibited.

The exhibition was inaugu-
rated by Norwegian ambas-
sador Cecilie Landsverk with
human rights activist Tahira
Abdullah. The event was or-
ganised by Corazon, a non-

_governmental organisation,

and continues till March 11.



