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Preface 
If the Gender Equity Program (GEP) has been able to bring a change in the life of a Pakistani 
woman, then it is something  Aurat Foundation can be proud of.  Aurat Foundation has been in 
the forefront of the struggle for women's empowerment, their human rights and for gender 
equity, equality and justice, for 25 years. Its approaches, strategies, projects and programs have 
borne fruit in many ways. As a project of Aurat Foundation, GEP is playing its role in critical areas 
of women's access to justice, their empowerment in the home, work place and public spaces, 
combatting gender-based violence and building the capacities of Pakistani civil society 
organizations. 

In Volumes I-IV of Success Stories, we meet Sahir, a physically challenged girl carried on her 
father's shoulders to a CNIC registration camp. We read about Hina, an entrepreneur who is 
bringing up her 3 children single-handedly.  We come across Bushra who has undergone 5 
surgeries since her acid attack but her strength and resilience continue to inspire other survivors 
of gender-based violence.  We meet Noor, a 12 year old girl, who advocates for women's 
empowerment having witnessed the adverse effect of early marriages on her sisters. These women 
and girls are inspiring. They bring tears to my eyes and at the same time make my heart sing! 

We are working on several more volumes, which we hope to bring out in the remaining years of 
GEP, from Grant Cycles 6 to 12. In later volumes we will share the stories of the employees and 
staff of grantees, whose lives were impacted by working on these challenging and innovative 
grants, in difficult circumstances – floods, terrorism, poor law and order, intolerance and social 
resistance to equality and equity in many places within Pakistan. 

GEP is being implemented with the collaboration of  The Asia Foundation and it shares in the 
achievements of GEP.  We thank USAID for its generous support to this program.

Simi Kamal
Chief of Party 
Gender Equity Program (GEP)
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Journey of success Volume I

Introduction 

Aurat Foundation (AF) is implementing a five year United States Agency for International 
Development (USAID) supported Gender Equity Program (GEP) in collaboration with the 
Asia Foundation. This program is in accordance with the Government of Pakistan's gender 
policies and aims at shrinking the gender gap in Pakistan by proactively supporting the 
development of women. In addition to improving societal attitudes towards women's issues, 
the GEP program seeks to facilitate behavioral change in society by enabling women to 
access information, resources and institutions. The Gender Equity Program aims to advance 
women's human rights and empowerment through the following four objectives:

Ÿ Enhancing gender equity by expanding women's access to justice and women's human rights;

Ÿ Increasing women's empowerment by expanding knowledge of their rights and opportunities to 
exercise their rights in the workplace, community and home;

Ÿ Combating gender-based violence; and

Ÿ Strengthening the capacity of Pakistani organizations that advocate for gender equity, women's 
empowerment and the elimination of gender-based violence

The various stakeholders of GEP include the Government of Pakistan, civil society 
organizations, the media and countless beneficiaries, both women and men, who are 
empowered through GEP's interventions. Now approaching the end of Year 3, GEP has 
published four volumes of success stories that cover its interventions undertaken in some 
of the most dangerous and remote areas of Pakistan under grant cycles 1-6. These four 
volumes of success stories cover Computerized National Identity Card Registration 
(CNIC), Justice and Empowerment,  Advocacy and Gender-Based Violence (GBV). 

Volume I on 'CNIC Registration' showcases GEP's continuing effort to support civil 
registration of women across Pakistan under grant cycles 3 and 5. Both grant cycles aimed 

at increasing registration in districts with the lowest registration rates, thereby increasing 
women's access to legal services.This intervention has enabled women to vote for the very 
first time in their lives and also access health and education facilities. This volume also 
highlights how CNIC registration has directly impacted on their economic empowerment 
in the form of bank loans, reclaiming land titles and availing financial assistance from the 
government by registering for a CNIC. 

Volume II on 'Justice & Empowerment' showcases GEP's interventions in grant cycle 1 
undertaken in some of the most devastated areas of Pakistan post the 2010 flood via 
infrastructure strengthening of handpumps and bathrooms. Grant cycle 1 also entailed 
training the survivors of the 2010 floods on hygiene, safe drinking water, reproductive 
health and the benefits of vaccination. Additionally, this volume also has a special focus on 
young women from grant cycle 2 who have been able to continue their education in the 
field of Law via GEP's paid internship program.

Volume III on 'Advocacy' showcases GEP's media sub-grants undertaken in grant cycles 2, 4 
and 6 that focus on awareness-raising, prevention and mindset change in context to the 
growing trend of gender-based violence in Pakistan. 

Volume IV on 'Gender-Based Violence' focuses on provision of protection and service to 
survivors of gender-based violence whereby women who have suffered various forms of 
violence are rehabilitated as survivors and not victims right from their identification to 
reintegration into society.

thUpto June 30 , 2013 over 200 success stories related to GEP interventions have been 
received. Of these 125 are presented in these four volumes. GEP plans to share more 
success stories in the future in similar volumes.

CNIC Registration Volume I xix



In Pakistani society, old-fashioned 
traditions often hinder women's 
development. 

The women of Sobharo Shah, a backward 
and remote area at a distance of 25 
kilometers from Islamkot, tehsil Mithi in 
district Tharparkar, were deprived of a 
Computerized National Identity Card 
(CNIC) because of such traditions. The 
people of Sobharo Shah dogmatically 
follow their customs keeping their women 
in Parda: a tradition they are not willing to 
compromise on even if that entails 
foregoing an official identity.

In Pakistani society, especially in rural 
areas, pardah or veiling defines the lifestyle 
of countless women who spend most of 
their existence confined 
to their homes. Photography of women is 
also not allowed on this basis.

1Accommodating Traditions 
to Register Women

Keeping in view the cultural sensitivities of 
the area, the Management and 
Development Foundation (MDF) team 
reached Sobharo Shah and met the village 
elders in a bid to inform them 
about the CNIC registration process. 

The villagers asked the MDF 
representatives various questions 
especially regarding the process of 
transporting women to the National 
Database and Registration Authority 
(NADRA) office and protecting their 
identity card pictures from any misuse. 

When the MDF team assured them that 
the Mobile Registration Vehicle (MRV) 
would come to their doorstep and that 
NADRA follows strict protocols which 
ensure security and privacy of women, the 
villagers were satisfied and decided to 

“I am very happy to receive my card and am thankful to GEP for 

providing this facility at our doorstep."
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participate in the Gender Equity 
Program's campaign for “Supporting  
Women's CNIC Registration in Selected 
Districts” which is supported by the 
United States Agency for International 
Development (USAID).

Sayeda Raqeeb Zaidi Shah, age 20, and 
Sayeda Manlap Shah, age 19, were both 

registered at the CNIC camp and received 
their cards. Raqeeb Zaidi explains, "We 
never even gave a thought to registering 
for CNICs due to the strict pardah system 
but thanks to the efforts of MDF and the 
NADRAMRV I was able to do so.”

She also adds, "I am very happy to receive 
my card and am thankful to GEP for 
providing this facility at our doorstep."

Sayeda Manlap Shah states, "In our area, 
CNIC registration was considered a sin 
and something impossible but it became 
possible due to the efforts of MDF and 
NADRA. I'm very glad to have an identity 
and I believe such interventions are very 
beneficial for people living in remote 
areas.”

“ I'm very glad to have an identity and I believe such interventions 

are very beneficial for people living in remote areas.”
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and non-government organizations in the 
area for poor and disabled people.
However, due to the absence of a CNIC, 
Zulaikha Bibi was not able to benefit from 
any of these schemes. 

A glimmer of hope emerged for Zulaikha 
Bibi after she attended a mobilization 
meeting conducted by the Community 
Support Foundation (CSF) under the 
Gender Equity Program's (GEP) campaign 

Zulaikha Bibi's leg was amputated after 
she was critically injured in the 2005 
earthquake. She was never able to apply 
for any social service initiative for disabled 
persons as she did not possessa 
Computerized National Identity Card 
(CNIC).

Zulaikha Bibi is the wife of Mohammad 
Iqbal and is 29 years old. She is the 
resident of Damroli village in 
Muzaffarabad. A lot of financial resources 
were utilized on her treatment. However, 
unfortunately, in the end doctors had to 
amputate her leg and attach an artificial 
one which has caused her to become a 
depressive. 

After her accident, several schemes were 
announced by government departments 

2 Registering the Disabled

 “I was really excited to hear the news. Possessing a CNIC was a big 
thing for me and my family.”
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for “Supporting Women's CNIC 
Registration in Selected Districts.”

She was informed that a National 
Database and Registration Authority 
(NADRA) Mobile Registration Vehicle 
(MRV) would be coming to her village to 
help women register for CNICs. 
She recalls, “I was really excited to 
hear the news. Possessing a CNIC was a 
big thing for me and my family.”

When Zulaikha arrived at the NADRA 
camp, she was facilitated by everyone 
present at the camp. She says, “I am happy 
that I will be able to apply for financial aid 
in the future.”

“I am happy that I will be able to apply for financial aid in the 
future.”
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mustered all her energy to visit the CNIC 
camp to register. “I was also shortlisted as 
the beneficiary of the Benazir Income 
Support Program (BISP) in 2012 but 
couldn't get any benefit because of lack of 
a CNIC.” 

GEP's campaign to register women in 
selected districts commenced in mid 2012 
in Rahim Yaar Khan. PYL organized social 
mobilization meetings, registration camps 
and political education sessions of women 
under this campaign in four tehsils of 
Rahim Yaar Khan.

An excited 95 year old Zainab Bibi 
entered the National Database and 
Registration Authority (NADRA) camp to 
apply for her Computerized National 
Identity Card (CNIC) for the first time in 
her life. 

Zainab from Union Council (UC) Jhok 
Gulab Shah, district Rahimyaar Khan, was 
approached by the field staff of the 
Pakistan Youth League (PYL) under the 
Gender Equity Program's (GEP) campaign 
for “Supporting Women's CNIC 
Registration in Selected Districts.”

“My husband never allowed me to apply 
for a CNIC,” shares Zainab.  A mother of 
five children who lives in a mud house, she 
adds, “Women in my area do not realize 
the importance of an identity card as they 
rarely go to school or vote and they 
usually do not own any property.”

When Zainab was guided by the field staff 
of PYL regarding this opportunity she 

 “Women in my area do not realize the importance of an identity 
card as they rarely go to school or vote and they usually do not own 

any property.”

 3 Age No Barrier
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4 Taking Matters into Her 
Own Hands

Sabra asked her 
friends for 
guidance and they 
explained the 
lengthy and 
difficult process of 
CNIC registration. 
One day, to her 
pleasant surprise, 
her neighbors invited her to attend a 
sensitization meeting.  The meeting was 
conducted by Gul Welfare Organization 
(GWO) under the Gender Equity 
Program's (GEP) campaign for “Supporting 
Women's CNIC Registration in Selected 
Districts.” 

Rukhsana of GWO explained the process 
of CNIC registration to Sabra and assured 
her support on gathering the required 

Bibi Sabra, an employee of Water, 
Environment and Sanitation Society 
(WESS) in Gharibabad, district Loralai, was 
unable to open a bank account only 
because she did not possess a 
Computerized National Identity Card 
(CNIC).  

Sabra belongs to a poor family of twelve. 
Her father is unable to earn because of 
old age. She is the only earning member of 
her family.  

“Due to the absence of a CNIC, I was 
unable to open a bank account and was 
paid via cheques. This created a huge 
problem for me as I had to hand over my 
cheques to a woman with a name similar 
to mine. She deposited the cheques in her 
bank account and kept one-third of my 
salary,” states Sabra.

“After receiving it, I was able to open my own bank account. Now 

I am able to deposit my salary cheque in my own account and 

make use of my full salary.”
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documentation. Sabra participated in the 
Village Mobilization Committee (VMC) 
and several sensitization meetings. She 
states,“When the facilitation camp was 
organized, I went there and applied for my 
CNIC and within one month I received it.  
After receiving it, I was able to open my 
own bank account. Now I am able to 
deposit my salary cheque in my own 
account and make use of my full salary. I 
am extremely content now as I do not 
have to use any other means to withdraw 
my salary that may result in financial loss.”

She further adds that this development 
has has greatly improved her family's 
standard of living, “My father is very proud 
of me and all my family members are 
extremely grateful to Aurat Foundation, 
GWO and the United States Agency for 
International Development (USAID) for 
this opportunity without which I would 
not have a bank account.”

“I am extremely content now as I do not have to use any other 
means to withdraw my salary that may result in financial loss.”
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When Sahir arrived at the Mobile 
Registration Vehicle (MRV ) in Chore, 
district Umerkot, on her father's 
shoulders, she was rendered priority 
status by the staff members of the 
National Database and Registration 
Authority (NADRA) and representatives 
of Sami Foundation. 

An 18 year old teenager, Sahir, is paralyzed 
due to receiving an erroneous injection 
when she was a child. She is unable to 
stand or walk due to her handicap. Hence, 
it was very difficult for her to travel to 
Umerkot to get registered at the NADRA 
office.

Sahir father's name is Tejo and they belong 
to the Bajeer caste. Tejo is a poor man and 
his whole family is dependent on him. 

5 Enabling Sahir to Apply 
for Disability Benefits

When they heard about the CNIC camp 
at Union Council (UC) Chore organized 
by Sami Foundation under the Gender 
Equity Program's (GEP) campaign for 
'Supporting Women's CNIC Registration 
in Selected Districts,' they were very 
pleased. Due  to  Sahir's  inability  to walk, 
she  was  carried  on  her  father's 
shoulders to the Mobile Registration 
Vehicle (MRV).

 “It will enable me to officially exercise my rights as a Pakistani 
citizen and I will also be able to acquire many benefits from social 

welfare departments such as Bait-ul-Mal.”
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Sahir who is delighted to receive her 
CNIC states, “It will enable me to officially 
exercise my rights as a Pakistani citizen 
and I will also be able to acquire many 
benefits from social welfare departments 
such as Bait-ul-Mal.”  Sahir has received a 
disability certificate from the Social 
Welfare Department (SWD). She will now 
be able to claim her disability allowances 
from the government and other 
philanthropic institutes. She is thankful to 
GEP for bettering the quality of her life.

She will now be able to claim her disability allowances from the 
government and other philanthropic institutes.
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When Tasleem Mai got married, she did 
not possess a Computerized National 
Identity Card (CNIC) and afterwards her 
in-laws forbade her from registering. 

She states, “At the time of marriage, my 
husband promised a five marla plot in my 
name but I was unable to transfer the 
property due to the absence of a CNIC.”

Tasleem, who is from BagarSargana, 
Khanewal, was aware of the importance of 
a CNIC. To her disappointment, it was not 
easy to apply for the card independently. 
Some of the hurdles she encountered 
were missing documents and lack of 
support from the National Database and 
Registration Authority (NADRA).

Meanwhile, the Al-Asar Development 
Organization, under the Gender Equity 
Program's (GEP) campaign, “Supporting 

6 Tasleem Becomes a 
Property Owner

Women's CNIC Registration in Selected 
Districts”organized an awareness raising 
meeting for women's CNIC registration in 
BagarSargana. Tasleem Mai was mobilized 
at the meeting and guided in context to 
the process of CNIC registration.

Tasleem who is the mother of three, now 
possesses her CNIC and has been able to  
access  basic rights and facilities. She is 
extremely grateful and looking forward to 
a better and prosperous future. She 
believes that every individual must register 
for their CNIC.

She exclaims, “I am extremely thankful to 
the Al-Asar Development 
Organization and Aurat Foundation for 
this support. I will ask for the land 
promised to me at the time of my 
marriage.”

“At the time of marriage, my husband promised a five marla plot 

in my name but I was unable to transfer the property due to the 

absence of a CNIC.”
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A few months ago, Naseema could not 

imagine that she would one day become 

an embroidery instructor in a Non-

Government Organization (NGO) and 

thereby financially support her family.

A resident of Habib Killa village in district 
Loralai, Naseema belongs to a very poor 
family. She has a brother and sister and 
her father is a shopkeeper. Things took a 
turn for the worst when her father due to 
old age and poor health could no longer 
manage his shop. Naseema's brother was 
in school and hence could not take on the 
father's responsibilities. She explains, “I 
could not take over as it is against our 
tribal customs and values for women to 
run a shop.”

Considering the circumstances, Naseema
confesses how desperately she wanted to 

support her 
family, “I had 
skills in 
embroidery but 
in order to 
utilize them 
I needed some 
financial 
assistance.” She 
tried to apply to 
various governmental and NGO 
philanthropic schemes. However, due to 
the absence of a Computerized National 
Identity Card (CNIC), they refused to 
consider her application. “I planned to go 
to the city several times for my CNIC 
registration, but this was not possible as I 
did not have any male member to escort 
me or the financial means to travel,” she 
says.

7Running Her Own 
Business

“I could not take over as it is against our tribal customs and values 

for women to run a shop.”
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Things turned favorable after she heard 
about Gul Welfare Organization (GWO) 
who had introduced a Mobile Registration 
Vehicle (MRV) in her village under the 
Gender Equity Program's (GEP) campaign 
for “Supporting Women's CNIC 
Registration in Selected Districts.”Through 
this campaign Naseema finally applied for 
her CNIC. Soon after receiving her card, 
she was hired as an embroidery instructor 
in the newly established embroidery 
center of an NGO.

“Now I have my own bank account and I 
earn Rs 25,000 per month. With this 
income I was also able to expand my 
father's shop and our monthly income. 
This has greatly elevated our standard of 
living and all my family members are quite 
happy now. I also got my brother admitted 
in a private English school which will 
secure his future,” she exclaims proudly.

“I planned to go to the city several times for my CNIC 

registration, but this was not possible as I did not have any male 

member to escort me or the financial means to travel.”
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Shazia of Loralai district suffered due to a 
kidney ailment for a very long time. She 
had no money for treatment and no 
Computerized National Identity Card 
(CNIC): a piece of plastic that would have 
helped her receive assistance from the 
Zakat Fund.

Her condition continued to worsen. 
Money earned by working as a housemaid 
along with her mother at an influential 
villager's home in Killi Bani Kot, tehsil 
Duki was simply not enough to even meet 
the basic needs of her family.

The situation appeared grim for this young 
woman whose father had died when she 
was small. Furthermore, she had no 
siblings she could turn to for support.                                                                                                        

Shazia was informed that her kidney 

8 Kidney Treatment for 
Shazia

disease was 
curable. Doctors 
at the Civil 
Hospital in 
Quetta suggested 
some critical tests 
and prescribed 
medication early 
on. However, both 
were expenses Shazia was unable to meet.

Something had to be worked out and 
quickly! A ray of hope emerged when her 
mother learnt of the Government’s  Zakat 
Fund for the needy and poor.

But seeking assistance from this fund 
required a CNIC and obtaining one would 
take time or so thought her mother. 
Shazia was on strong pain-killers for 

“At one point we were really disappointed after learning that 
CNIC registration was not possible in time due to the complex 

procedures and the prevailing social barriers.” 
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Today she has fully recovered and is 
thankful to GWO and GEP for making 
her treatment possible.

temporary relief and prayed for a 
miracle. She was told that Gul Welfare 
Organization (GWO), in partnership 
with the Devolution Trust for 
Community Empowerment (DTCE) is 
providing facilitation in CNIC 
registration via a Mobile Registration 
Vehicle (MRV) facility under the 
Gender Equity Program's (GEP) 
campaign for“Supporting Women's 
CNIC Registration in Selected 
Districts.”

An application for registration was 

submitted and Shazia received her
CNIC shortly afterwards. This enabled 

her to return to hospital and apply for 
the Zakat Fund. Her application was 
approved and subsequently the 
treatment began.
 
“At one point we were really 
disappointed after learning that CNIC 
registration was not possible in time 
due to the complex procedures and 
the prevailing social barriers,” admits 
Shazia.

Today she has fully recovered and is thankful to GWO and GEP 
for making her treatment possible.
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Like Qaiser Khan's wife, women living in 
Union Council (UC) Jabbar, district Dir, 
were unable to visit settled areas for 
medical treatment or other domestic 
issues as they did not have a 
Computerized National Identity Card 
(CNIC). 

Security personnel at every check post 
asked these women to produce their 
CNICs, allowing only those to proceed 
who produced it.

 “We were not even aware of the 
importance of a CNIC and women's 
registration was never taken seriously in 
our area,” says Qaiser.

For the people in this locality, applying for 
a CNIC was quite troublesome with the 
district headquarters some 60 kilometers 

Freedom of Movement 
for the Women of Jabbar

away. Getting there needed time and 
money!

Fortunately for the women there, the Dir 
Area Development Organization (DADO) 
under the United States Agency for 
International Development's (USAID) 
Gender Equity Program (GEP) campaign 
for “Supporting Women's CNIC 
Registration in Selected Districts” installed 
a Semi Mobile Unit (SMU) in this UC.  

9

“We were not even aware of the importance of a CNIC and 
women's registration was never taken seriously in our area.”

CNIC Registration Volume I 30



The DADO team met the locals and 
underlined how important it was for their 
women to have CNICs. The message was 
well received and once the SMU was up at 
the UC office, people began queuing with 
their wives, sisters, daughters and mothers 
to register.  

Qaiser learnt about the facility through a 
sensitization meeting conducted by 
DADO. “I took my wife to the SMU. The 
staff there was very cooperative. We are 
all happy this facility has been provided at 
our doorstep now,” he says with a broad 
smile.

Having received their CNICs, the women 
in Jabbar can now go to the district 
headquarters for medical treatment 
thanks to DADO and GEP. “Now no one 
stops my wife at check posts,” says Qaiser.

“I took my wife to the SMU. The staff there was very 
cooperative. We are all happy this facility has been provided at 

our doorstep now. Now no one stops my wife at check post.” 
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The majority of women in Union Council 
(UC) Chikar, district Hattian Bala, Azad 
Kashmir, did not exist in the State's 
records because they had not applied for 
a Computerized National Identity Card 
(CNIC). This rendered them unable to 
attain any services from the State.

Identifying the root cause of the problem 
which was lack of awareness regarding the 
importance of a CNIC particularly in the 
case of women, Roshan Youth Welfare 
Organization (RYWO), a sub-grantee of 
the Gender Equity Program (GEP) 
launched an awareness raising campaign in 
the area to educate women about the 
importance of a CNIC card. 

61 year old Maqbool Jan from the village 
of Nagni Dhariya,is a prime example of 
the way women live their lives without an 

10 Starting Anew at 61

official identity.  RYWO under GEP’s 
campaign for“Supporting Women's CNIC 
Registration in Selected Districts” which 
isfunded by the United States Agency for 
International Development (USAID) 
identified her and provided her with a 
birth certificate through the local 
government.
 
“Before attending the meeting, I was 
unaware of the benefits of a CNIC. I 
applied for the financial aid services of 

“Before attending the meeting, I was unaware of the benefits of a 
CNIC. I applied for the financial aid services of several 

governmental and Non-Governmental Organizations (NGO) 
but never received any assistance due to the non-availability of a 

CNIC.”
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several governmental and Non-
Governmental Organizations (NGO) but 
never received any assistance due to the 
non-availability of a CNIC,” says Maqbool.

The RYWO team organized a CNIC 
registration camp and provided her 
transportation to reach the camp. She 
registered for her CNIC and received it 
within a few weeks. “I am extremely 
grateful to RYWO and Aurat Foundation 
for fulfilling my wish,” exclaims Maqbool. 
She is now eager to reapply for poverty 
alleviation and social benefit programs. 

“I am extremely grateful to RYWO and Aurat Foundation for 

fulfilling my wish.”
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Enabling Mobina and 80 
Others to Cast their Vote

11

Mobina Parveen's eyes shine as she flashes 
her new Computerized National Identity 
Card (CNIC) which allows her to vote in 
this year's general elections. She did not 
have a CNIC prior to this and neither did 
around 80 women of her village Pir Shah 
bazi in district Kharipur. Now all of them 
possess this little card that enables them 
to vote.

Women in this remote village are not 
allowed to step out of their homes. 
Mobina is one of the 300,000 women who 
received their CNIC with the help of a 
social mobilization campaign entitled 
“Supporting Women's CNIC Registration 
in Selected Districts” launched by the 
Gender Equity Program (GEP) in 
collaboration with the National Database 
and Registration Authority (NADRA). 

Mobina's village was approached by Bhittai 
Social Welfare Association (BSWA). They 
mobilized, motivated and educated village 
people about the importance of a CNIC 
as well as the basic human rights of both 
women and men.

The BSWA team collected information 
about women who required CNICs in the 
village by forming a Village Mobilization 

“Only then was I and 80 women of my village allowed to register 

otherwise we were not permitted to leave the house for any personal 

work.”
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Committee (VMC) and guided them on 
household mapping exercises.
Things changed after women from the 

BSWA team went to Pir Shahbazi and 
organized a facilitation camp. “Only then 
was I and 80 women of my village allowed 
to register otherwise we were not 
permitted to leave the house for any 
personal work,” Mobina says.  

Mobina can now get many social benefits 
but the one that she looks forward to the 
most is casting her vote. She states, “I felt 
very happy when I received my CNIC 
from NADRA. Now we can participate in 
the upcoming elections. I and other 
women have already started discussing 
whom to vote for.”

“I felt very happy when I received my CNIC from NADRA. 

Now we can participate in the upcoming elections. I and other 

women have already started discussing whom to vote for.”
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Ms Dhai, widow of Khano Kohli, is a 75 
year old resident of the village Punhoon 
Khan Khoso. She has five daughters who 
are all married. None of the daughters 
financially support her leaving her with no 
source of income. She was unable to 
register for her Computerized National 
Identity Card (CNIC) until the Sami 
Foundation team visited her village.

Ms Dhai was sensitized and mobilized for 
CNIC registration. Although she is 75 
years old, it was the first time she 
registered thanks to a Mobile Registration 
Vehicle (MRV). Ms Dhai raised her family 
alone after the death of her husband and 
faced countless problems. She married her 
daughters off on her own as well. She also 
lost her vision after the demise of her 
husband.

12 Raising Awareness 
about CNIC Registration

Ms Dhai states, "I have five daughters. I 
worked as a farmer as it was my only 
source of income. I am 75 years old and I 
never registered for my CNIC. The Sami 
Foundation conducted village level 
meetings and I was asked to participate in 
them. I learnt about the importance and 
benefits of a CNIC, especially in context 
to voting and availing benefits after natural 
disasters." 

"I have five daughters. I worked as a farmer as it was my only 
source of income. I am 75 years old and I never registered for my 

CNIC. The Sami Foundation conducted village level meetings 
and I was asked to participate in them. I learnt about the 

importance and benefits of a CNIC, especially in context to voting 
and availing benefits after natural disasters.”
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She was extremely disappointed about 
not being able to apply for the Benazir 
Income Support Program (BISP) due to 
the lack of a CNIC. 

Owing to limited knowledge and 
poverty she never registered for a 
CNIC before but is now thankful to 
Sami Foundation for their efforts. 

Owing to limited knowledge and poverty she never registered for a 

CNIC before but is now thankful to Sami Foundation for their 

efforts. 
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The village of Haryar is situated in Union 
Council (UC) Chelhaar, taluka Chhachhro, 
district Tharparkar and consists of 400 
households. The communities of this 
village are Bheel, Menghwar, Thakur and 
Kolhi. The village is approximately 25 
kilometers away from the district 
headquarters of Mithi, located on 
Chelhaar Umerkot road. There are three 
primary schools and the village has access 
to electricity and roads but there are no 
health facilities.

Mrs Niamat, wife of Jameel Kumbhar, 
belongs to a poor family who mostly earn 
their daily wages through pottery work. A 
22 year old, she had visited the National 
Database and Registration Authority 
(NADRA) office twice for her 
Computerized National Identity Card 
(CNIC) but was unable to register as she 

13 Assisting Women with 
Documentation Issues

did not 
have the 
required 
documents
: Marriage 
certificate 
and 
residence 
certificate. 
She was so demoralized by the response 
from the officers at NADRA that she and 
her husband decided not to try again as it 
was a waste of money and effort.

During the mobilization meeting held in 
Haryar by the Management and 
Development Foundation (MDF) team, 
Niamat was identified along with other 
women who did not possess a CNIC. She 
was guided by the team and assisted with 

She was so demoralized by the response from the officers at 
NADRA that she and her husband decided not to try again as it 

was a waste of money and effort.
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the registration process. Niamat 
expressed her delight and explained how 
difficult it had been for her to travel all the 
way to the NADRA office and achieve no 
results. Furthermore, she thanked the 
United States Agency for International 
Development (USAID), Aurat Foundation 
(AF) and the MDF team for fulfilling her 
dream and was of the opinion that the 
Gender Equity Program (GEP) should 
continue its work in rural areas.

She thanked the United States Agency for International 

Development (USAID), Aurat Foundation (AF) and the 

MDF team for fulfilling her dream and was of the opinion that 

the Gender Equity Program (GEP) should continue its work in 

rural areas.
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Mrs Phapul is an active member of the 
Village Mobilization Committee (VMC) 
MangarJi, Union Council (UC) Hadal Shah, 
taluka Kingri. This village is located at a 
distance of 32 kilometers from the district 
headquarters of Khairpur. She is a very 
active, competent and compassionate 
woman working for women's rights and 
empowerment.  She believes in serving the 
marginalized women of Khairpur and 
empowering them in order to bring about 
a positive change in society. Mrs Phapul 
passed her Bachelors examinations in 
2009-10 at the age of 34. She is currently 
working in a social organization in the UC 
Sadarji Bhatyoon.

In Mangarji and other surrounding villages, 
most of the women do not have birth or 
marriage certificates. This is one of the 
reasons why they do not have 

14 Taking the Lead in Registering 

Women for CNICs

Computerized National Identity Cards 
(CNIC) either. After becoming a member 
of the VMC, Mrs Phapul began mobilizing 
women for the registration of their 
CNICs. She explained that women were 
frustrated with the CNIC registration 
process due to the absence of required 
documentation. The poor people of the 
village were also unable to pay the fee 
required to obtain a marriage certificate. 
She explained that due to her 

Mrs Phapul began mobilizing women for the registration of 

their CNICs. She explained that women were frustrated with the 

CNIC registration process due to the absence of required 

documentation. The poor people of the village were also unable to 

pay the fee required to obtain a marriage certificate. She 

explained that due to her collaboration with the feudal lord of 

their village, Mr Nadir, she was able to acquire some marriage 

certificates from the Imam of the mosque.
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accommodate poor people's needs. For 
instance, a man who earns PKR 250 per 
day by laboring in the fields cannot afford 
a birth or marriage certificate which is 
why the issuance of these documents 
needs to be decreased.

Finally, she thanked the BSWA team for 
their support and requested them to 
consider all her ideas. 

collaboration with the feudal lord of their 
village, Mr Nadir, she was able to acquire 
some marriage certificates from the Imam 
of the mosque.

After conducting a household mapping 
exercise in UC Hadal Shah, a facilitation 
camp was arranged in the village of 
Manger Ji. Women participated from other 
surrounding villages in large numbers too. 
It was observed that the majority of 
women were unregistered due to the 
absence of required documentation. Mrs 
Phapul suggested that the process of 
issuance of birth and marriage certificates 
needs to be made easier and less 
expensive. She also explained the issues 
faced during and after the registration of 
CNICs and highly appreciated the work of 
BSWA for their efforts to register and 
issue CNICs at people's doorsteps.

Mrs Phapul requested that BSWA, the 
local government and the government of 
Pakistan assist people in rural areas for 
CNIC registration. She explained that the 
procedure needs to be improved so as to 

Mrs Phapul requested that BSWA, the local government and 

the government of Pakistan assist people in rural areas for CNIC 

registration. She explained that the procedure needs to be 

improved so as to accommodate poor people's needs. 
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Razia Bibi is a 35 year old married woman 
who lives in the village of Anjairi near 
Union Council (UC) Khadkocha, district 
Mastung. Her husband, Mr. Ahmed Nawaz, 
works on agricultural farms and earns 
PKR 200 per day. She has two sons, 
Ghulam Jan aged 5 and Ahmed Nawaz 
aged 3. Both her sons are out of school 
and always at home with her. 

During the winter season her husband is 
unable to work on farms and they have to 
rely on borrowing money until the 
summer months. 

Razia knows Balochi embroidery but is 
unable to devote time to it due to her 
household responsibilities. After 
performing her chores in the morning, she 
has to travel to the mountains to collect 
fuel and then prepare food for her family. 

15 One CNIC Equals 
Countless Benefits

She has a desire 
to support them 
financially but is 
unable to do so 
partly because of 
the absence of a 
Computerized 
National Identity 
Card (CNIC).

A social mobilizer from the Balochistan 
Social Development Program (BSDP), Ms 
Gul Jan, visited the village and met with 
Razia and heard her story. Ms Gul realized 
that Razia was a hardworking woman who 
was eager to educate her children. She 
described the Gender Equity Program's 
(GEP) campaign for "Supporting Women's 
CNIC Registration in Selected Districts" 
to her and explained the benefits she 

Ms Gul Jan described the Gender Equity Program's (GEP) 

campaign for "Supporting Women's CNIC Registration in 

Selected Districts" to her and explained the benefits she could 

acquire by registering with the National Database and 

Registration Authoirty (NADRA) some of which include 

applying for the Benazir Income Support Program (BISP), 

Pakistan Bait-ul-Mal, BSDP Women Skill Support 

Program, Technical Training Board and the Government of 

Pakistan's Zakat Scheme.
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could acquire by registering with the 
National Database and Registration 
Authority (NADRA) some of which 
include applying for the Benazir Income 
Support Program (BISP), Pakistan Bait-ul-
Mal, BSDP Women Skill Support Program, 
Technical Training Board and the 
Government of Pakistan's Zakat scheme.

Razia was surprised but quite pleased to 
hear about the benefits. She agreed to 
register with NADRA and also convinced 
other relatives to apply for their CNIC.

Razia was surprised but quite pleased to hear about the benefits. 

She agreed to register with NADRA and also convinced other 

relatives to apply for their CNIC.
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Perveen Bibi cannot hear or speak. 18 
years of age, with three sisters and five 
brothers, she lives in Mouza Sarfraz Pur 
Bati Thakral, Union Council (UC) Ibrahim 
Pur, Tehsil Kabirwala, district Khanewal. 
Due to her disability and poverty, she is 
unable to seek basic education or 
technical skills. 

During social mobilization activities, an Al-
Asar Foundation facilitator came to know 
that a disabled girl was living in the village. 
Perveen's parents informed the facilitator 
that she had been born with this disease. 
Her father said that he was a laborer on 
daily wages who had to support a very 
large family. Due to scarcity of resources, 
he did not have enough money and time 
to spend on her Computerized National 
Identity Card (CNIC) registration.

16 Fighting Disability

The facilitator educated Parveen's parents 
about the importance of civil registration 
by providing them information regarding 
CNICs. They were also informed of the 
fact that after getting a disability 
certificate, Parveen will become a 
registered disabled person thereby 
enabling her to easily access any donor 
organization for handicapped persons.

After obtaining their willingness, the 
facilitator prepared her file for the 
registration of a disability certificate and 
submitted it to the district Social Welfare 
Officer of Khanewal. Her disability 
certificate was approved. As a result, she 
was able to obtain her CNIC on a fast 
track basis without paying the priority 
processing fee of PKR1000. 

The facilitator educated Parveen's parents about the importance 

of civil registration by providing them information regarding 

CNICs. They were also informed of the fact that after getting a 

disability certificate, Parveen will become a registered disabled 

person thereby enabling her to easily access any donor. 
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Today, Perveen Bibi is very happy 
because she is now a registered 
disabled person and is eligible for 
government and civil society programs 
specifically designed to provide 
services for the disabled. 

Perveen Bibi is very happy because she is now a registered 

disabled person and is eligible for government and civil society 

programs specifically designed to provide services for the disabled. 

CNIC Registration Volume I 60



During introductory meetings of Sami 
Foundation team in the village Ajan Rajar 
in Union Council (UC) Sabho, community 
members were mobilized and sensitized 
regarding the importance of CNIC 
registration. Ms Sanjal, a 75 year old 
widow and the mother of two sons and 
one daughter was present at the meeting. 
She was identified as not having registered 
for a CNIC and was found to be unaware 
of the entire process. 

Upon being educated and informed about 
the importance and benefits of CNIC 
registration,  she was extremely grateful 
and decided to register for her CNIC. 

She said that no one had ever explained 
the basic rights of women and how a 
CNIC would help her in attaining those 
rights. The team informed her that CNIC 

17 Creating Social Mobilizers

was not just a formal document enlisting  
a person as a legal citizen, but was also 
necessary to acquire basic human rights. 
Subsequent to this discussion, she was 
assisted in her CNIC registration at the 
camp. Satisfied, she encouraged other 
women to register as well. In fact, she is 
now voluntarily working to mobilize 
women to register for CNICs at the 
camp.

She said that no one had ever explained the basic rights of women 

and how a CNIC would help her in attaining those rights. 
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Zulekha Khatoon is a 26 year old 
woman who lives in Union Council 
(UC) Bukhtiarabad, tehsil Lehri and 
district Sibi. She is illiterate and belongs 
to a poor family. Her husband is a daily 
wage laborer. Due to financial 
constraints, she was unable to send her 
daughter to school. Her husband had 
no interest in educating his children. 
However, Zulekha wanted to work and 
earn money for the betterment of her 
children's future.

Someone informed her about the 
Benazir Income Support Program 
(BISP). Unfortunately, as she did not 
have a Computerized National Identity 
Card (CNIC) she could not apply for 
BISP and avail its benefits. She spoke to 
her husband about registering for a 

10 Starting A new at 61

CNIC but he 
refused saying 
it was against 
their cultural 
norms.It was 
during this time 
that the Village 
Mobilization 
Committee 
(VMC) 
members of 
Bakhtiarabad conducted sessions on 
the importance of CNIC registration 
for women and men. These sessions 
were conducted by Drugs and 
Narcotics Educational Services for 
Humanity (DANESH) under the 
Gender Equity Program's (GEP) 
campaign, “Supporting Women's CNIC 
Registration in Selected Districts.” 

“Space for Quote"

Clearing Misconceptions 
about CNIC Registration

18

 It was during this session that her husband's misconceptions about 

CNIC registration for women were corrected. He explained that 

he had certain reservations in context to the process and hence 

asked some questions which the team happily answered.
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The VMC members motivated Zulekha 
and her husband to participate in the 
session. It was during this session that her 
husband's misconceptions about CNIC 
registration for women were corrected. 
He explained that he had certain 
reservations in context to the process and 
hence asked some questions which the 
team happily answered. By the end of the 
session, he had agreed to apply for a 

CNIC and had also made enquiries 
regarding the documents required for the 
registration process.Zulekha is extremely 
happy after receiving her CNIC as she is 
now eligible to apply for financial aid from 
BISP. She thanked DANESH and GEP for 
this opportunity..

Zulekha is extremely happy after receiving her CNIC as she is 

now eligible to apply for financial aid from BISP. She thanked 

DANESH and GEP for this opportunity.
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10 Starting A new at 61

(NADRA) Mobile Registration Vehicle 
(MRV) would be available at the UC office 
to assist with acquiring documentation for 
Computerized National Identity Card 
(CNIC) registration. The communities were 
invited to bring their women and get 
registered. After the formation of the VMC, 
sensitization meetings were held with the 
VMC members. The community members 
were included in all the meetings and their 
opinions and problems were also discussed. 

“Space for Quote"

The Union Council of Barikot is situated in 
sub division Sheringal. Approximately 85 
kilometers away from the district 
headquarters, nothing but a dirt road links 
Barikot to other parts of the district.
Although Barikot is rich in natural 
resources, lack of infrastructure, education 
and health facilities plague the locals on a 
daily basis. Most of the people in Barikot 
live below the poverty line.

When the staff of Dir Area Development 
Organization (DADO) visited the village of 
Baada Bala in Barikot's UC for the 
formation of Village Mobilization 
Committees (VMC) and sensitization 
meetings, they held a comprehensive 
dialogue with local communities on the 
importance of voting for women. The 
communities were told that the National 
Database and Registration Authority's 

19 Gul Bacha Registers 
his Wife for a CNIC

When the staff of Dir Area Development Organization 

(DADO) visited the village of Baada Bala in Barikot's UC for 

the formation of Village Mobilization Committees (VMC) and 

sensitization meetings, they held a comprehensive dialogue with 

local communities on the importance of voting for women. 
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for registration. Besides the financial 
constraints, registration is also a time 
consuming process with two days required 
just for submission of forms. He explained 
that he does not have the time either as he 
has to run his shop.

Gul Bacha explained that after hearing the 
CNIC registration facility was going to be 
installed within his UC made him very 
happy. This meant his wife could register for 
a CNIC without the constraints imposed 
by finances and time. He also highlighted 
the fact that other people of his area were 
also quite pleased with this facility.

The major concern of the community was 
that CNIC registration for women was 
extremely difficult as they had to travel to 
the district headquarters for the NADRA 
office and due to limited resources this was 
not possible. They agreed that if the facility 
of the MRV was provided they would have 
no qualms with women registering.

Keeping in mind the reservations held by 
community members, the staff of DADO 
explained that Semi Mobile Units (SMU) 
would be deployed in collaboration with 
NADRA at the UC level. This facility would 
greatly help women to register for CNICs. 

Gul Bacha, a resident of Banda Bala, 
expressed his views on the predicament he 
had faced in the past regarding CNIC 
registration. Gul Bacha is 42 years old and 
lives with his wife and five children in a 
kacha house. A shopkeeper by profession, 
Gul Bacha belongs to a poor family. 

In context to his wife's CNIC registration, 
Gul Bacha explained that in order to 
register, he would have to spend PKR 6000 
on traveling and other expenditures. His 
monthly income is PKR 10,000 which is 
insufficient to meet his family's daily needs. 
Hence, there is no way he can spare money 

After hearing the CNIC registration facility was going to be 

installed within his UC made him very happy.
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During a target area mapping exercise, 
it was revealed that approximately 50 
percent of the women residing in the 
village of Ragha did not possess a 
Computerized National Identity Card 
(CNIC). Taking this into account, during 
a mobilization campaign, the field team 
of Youth Association for Development 
(YAD) met with the village elders and 
discovered that the community was 
extremely reluctant in getting their 
women registered owing to certain 
cultural factors. To overcome this 
problem and to raise awareness 
amongst the community regarding the 
importance of CNICs, a number of 
sensitization meetings were held and 
finally a cultural show was organized.  

The innovative idea of holding a 

cultural show proved to be a great 
success as during the show a local 
notable, Mr. Mahmood Khan, requested 
the community to bring forward their 
women and get them registered with 
the National Registration and 
Database Registration Authority 
(NADRA). Furthermore, he guided the 
transportation committee of YAD so 
that locals could conveniently take 
their women to the NADRA 
registration office. As a result of this 
campaign, a total of 5 women of Ragha 
registered for their CNICs. Without 
the continued mobilization efforts and 
the cultural show that raised public 
awareness on CNIC registration, even 
this small figure of five would have 
been hard to achieve! 

“Space for Quote"

20 A Cultural Show on 
CNIC Registration

The innovative idea of holding a cultural show proved to be a 

great success as during the show a local notable, Mr. Mahmood 

Khan, requested the community to bring forward their women 

and get them registered with the National Registration and 

Database Registration Authority (NADRA). 
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Bibi Haleema belongs to the village of 
Jahangeer Sher in tehsil Duki, district 
Loralai. She is a single woman with sisters 
and a paralyzed mother. Her father is a 
farmer by profession. Haleema's family is 
stricken with poverty as her father's 
income is not sufficient to meet the basic 
needs of his family. Having no brother, it 
was her desire to financially support her 
family. However, lack of a Computerized 
National Identity Card (CNIC) kept her 
from applying for any financial assistance 
from the government or Non-
Government Organizations (NGO). 

Gul Welfare Organization (GWO) 
organized social mobilization meetings in 
her village and informed people of the 
importance of CNICs. Haleema attended 
a meeting along with her family and 
learned about the Gender Equity 

Program's (GEP) campaign, “Supporting 
Women's CNIC Registration in Selected 
Districts” which is supported by the 
United States Agency for International 
Development (USAID). Under this 
campaign, women were to be provided 
CNIC registration. GWO assisted 
Haleema with her documentation process 
with the result that she submitted her 

21 Registering to Build a Home
Based Livelihood Scheme

Haleema's family is stricken with poverty as her father's income is 
not sufficient to meet the basic needs of his family. Having no 

brother, it was her desire to financially support her family. 
However, lack of a Computerized National Identity Card 

(CNIC) kept her from applying for any financial assistance from 
the government or Non-Government Organizations (NGO). 
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CNIC registration forms at the National 
Database and Registration Authority's   
(NADRA) Mobile Registration Vehicle 
(MRV) arranged by GWO.

After receiving her CNIC, she applied for 
the Member of Provincial Assembly (MPA) 
fund. Her application was approved and 
through the funds she and her sisters have 
started a small scale poultry farming 
business. This source of earning has greatly 
helped in improving her family's living 
standards for which they are all grateful. 
She thanked GWO for aiding her in 
registering for a CNIC which led to her 
running a home-based livelihood scheme. 
She encourages other women to do the 
same.

After receiving her CNIC, she applied for the Member of 

Provincial Assembly (MPA) fund. Her application was 

approved and through the funds she and her sisters have started a 

small scale poultry farming business. This source of earning has 

greatly helped in improving her family's living standards for 

which they are all grateful. 
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“Space for Quote"

22

Ms Naik Perveen is a 39 year old resident 
of the village Qazi Abad, which is 
approximately 25 kilometers away from 
the tehsil headquarters of Gandawa. 
Married at the young age of 18, Naik 
Parveen is a home-maker. The majority of 
her time is spent raising her children and 
helping her husband in the fields. She had a 
desire to cast her vote but due to the lack 
of a Computerized National Identity Card 
(CNIC) she was unable to do so.

The National Educational and 
Environmental Development Society 
(NEEDS) team visited Naik Parveen's 
village in order to conduct several 
mobilization meetings and form Village 
Mobilization Committees (VMCs) under 
the Gender Equity Program's (GEP) 
campaign for “Supporting Women's CNIC 

Registration in 
Selected 
Districts.” The 
team 
representative 
briefed the 
community in 
context to the 
campaign and its 
objectives after which the community 
leaders ensured their full cooperation for 
the registration process. Naik Perveen was 
present during the community meeting for 
women and was very enthusiastic after 
learning about the campaign as it would 
enable her to fulfill her desire to vote. In 
the past, her tribe's patriarchal cultural 
practices prevented her from registering 
for a CNIC.

Casting her Vote for 
the First Time!

Married at the young age of 18, Naik Parveen is a home-maker. 

The majority of her time is spent raising her children and helping 

her husband in the fields. She had a desire to cast her vote but due 

to the lack of a Computerized National Identity Card (CNIC) 

she was unable to do so.
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The NEEDS team facilitated Naik Parveen 
at the registration camp that was set up in 
her village. After a few days, she received 
her CNIC for which she is extremely 
grateful. She thanked the NEEDS team for 
providing her assistance at her doorstep 
and looked forward to casting her vote in 
the May 2013 elections.

She thanked the NEEDS team for providing her assistance at 

her doorstep and looked forward to casting her vote in the May 

2013 elections.
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Khuda Bux is a resident of the village Khuda 
Bux Rind, Union Council (UC) and tehsil 
Gandawa in district Jhal Magsi. Mr. Khuda 
Bux is a tribal leader who has been striving 
to get a Mobile Registration Vehicle (MRV) 
for his mohalla in order to help women 
register for their CNICs as their men do not 
allow them to go to the National Database 
and Registration Authority (NADRA) office 
for this purpose. 

In September 2012, the National Educational 
and Environmental Development Society 
(NEEDS) team visited the village of Khuda 
Bux Rind for the mobilization of villagers and 
the formation of Village Mobilization 
Committees (VMCs). They briefed the 
community regarding the Gender Equity 
Program's (GEP) campaign for “Supporting 
Women's CNIC Registration in Selected 
Districts” and its objectives. The community 
leaders ensured their full cooperation to the 
team. Mr. Khuda Bux arranged the 

mobilization meeting and explained that he 
had been eager to pursue this project for 
quite a while. He explained that it was not  
possible for women to visit the NADRA 
office as the office is full of unknown men 
and there is no separate area for women. He 
promised the NEEDS team his full 
cooperation in trying to maximize the 
amount of women registering for CNICs. He 
stated that he hoped women would avail the 
benefits of the Benazir Income Support 
Program (BISP) after their CNIC 
registration.

“Space for Quote"

23 Women Registering for CNICs 

to Secure Better Futures!

He explained that it was not possible for women to visit the 

NADRA office as the office is full of unknown men and there is 

no separate area for women.
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Ghulam Akber Gopang lives in Bhudho 
Kham Gopang village which is at a 
distance of 8 kilometers from tehsil Johi. 
He is the Head Constable of Police and an 
active member of the Non-Government 
Organization (NGO) Sayed Noor Shah 
Badshah. The literacy rate of his village is 
very low and he himself has only received 
intermediate level education.

The team of Shah Sachal Sami Foundation 
(SSSF) contacted the villagers in context 
to the Gender Equity Program's (GEP) 
campaign for “Supporting Women's CNIC 
Registration in Selected Districts.” Mr 
Akber was instrumental in the formation 
of Village Mobilization Committees (VMC) 
of Bhudho Khan Gopang. Due to his 
efforts, not only did five women of his 
family register for CNICs but he also 

10

played a pivotal role in mobilizing the 
people of Gopang, Lund, Rustam and 
Malah communities. It was challenging to 
mobilize people for women's CNIC 
registration as the literacy rate for women 
is low in these areas and they observe a 
strict pardah system. However, due to his 
tireless efforts, a total of 245 women were 
registered in the remote and highly 
conservative district of Dadu. To date, 210 
women have received their CNICs. Mr 
Akber is very pleased with this 
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24 245 Women Register 
for CNICs in Dadu

Due to his tireless efforts, a total of 245 women were registered in 

the remote and highly conservative district of Dadu. To date, 210 

women have received their CNICs.
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accomplishment which has enabled 
women to apply for financial assistance 
from the Benazir Income Support 
Program (BISP), Waseela Rozgar and other 

philanthropic schemes. He also explained 
that they are now eligible to vote for the 
first time in their lives!

The women of district Dadu are extremely thankful to GEP for 

supporting CNIC registration in their area.
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Ms. Shakeela is an over achiever who has 
consistently topped her class in exams. She 
lives in the village of Kand Umrani, Union 
Council (UC) Kad-e-Koocha, tehsil and 
district Mastung. At 21 years old, this all-
rounder had participated in every school 
function and competition. Having graduated 
from the Government Girls' College in 
Mastung, she tutors children in her spare time. 
Recently, she won a cash prize of PKR. 20,000 
from the college management but was unable 
to cash it as she had no bank account due to 
the absence of a Computerized National 
Identity Card (CNIC).

In January 2013, the team members of 
Balochistan Social Development Program 
(BSDP) visited the village of Kand Umrani for 
the mobilization of the community and 
formation of Village Mobilization Committees 
(VMC). They briefed the community about the 
Gender Equity Program's (GEP) campaign, 
“Supporting Women's CNIC Registration in 

Selected Districts” 
and its objectives. 
The community 
leaders welcomed 
the team ensuring 
their full support 
and coordination. 
Ms Shakeela was 
present at the 
meeting for women 
and was very 
excited to hear about the campaign as her 
desire to open a bank account could finally be 
fulfilled and she could cash her cheque. 
Previously, she had tried very hard to register 
for her CNIC but was unable to do so due to 
the hordes of people at the National 
Database andRegistration Authority 
(NADRA)office. Furthermore, the NADRA 
office did not have a separate booth for ladies. 
However, thanks to GEP's initiative she was 
able to register and can now cash her cheque! 

25 Opening Bank Accounts 
with the Help of a CNIC

Ms Shakeela was present at the meeting for women and was very 

excited to hear about the campaign as her desire to open a bank 

account could finally be fulfilled and she could cash her cheque. 

CNIC Registration Volume I 88



The village of Haji Deen Mohammad is 
situated at a distance of 5 kilometers from 
the city of Tando Bago. The village was 
severely damaged in the 2011 floods 
during which the government and Non-
Government Organizations (NGOs) 
distributed relief goods and material 
amongst the flood affected communities. 
The government also launched the Benazir 
Income Support Program (BISP). However, 
in order to be eligible for philanthropic 
schemes such as BISP, a Computerized 
National Identity Card (CNIC) was 
mandatory and most of the women did 
not possess one which automatically 
disqualified them for such financial 
support.

The DevCon team visited the village of 
Deen Mohammad and formed Village 
Mobilization Committees (VMC). Women 

took part in these activities eagerly as 
they had already suffered the 
repercussions of not having CNICs. Social 
activists Ruqia, Kalsoom, Zareena, Zahida, 
Nasreen, Neela, Parveen, Surgha, Kausar 
and Allah-Bachie formed the VMC of Deen 
Mohammad. The remarkable feature of 
this VMC was that all the members were 
women. These members then identified 
130 women in the village who were 
unregistered and coordinated with the 
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26 All Women VMC

The remarkable feature of this VMC was that all the members 

were women. These members then identified 130 women in the 

village who were unregistered and coordinated with the National 

Database and Registration Authority (NADRA).
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National Database and Registration 
Authority (NADRA). NADRA had 
allocated Mobile Registration Vehicles 
(VMC) to political influentials of that area 
which is why DevCon was unable to 
organize facilitation camps at the village. 
Given this situation, DevCon facilitated 
the VMC at the NADRA tehsil 
headquarter in Tando Bago. The VMC 
collected donations from the village and 
contributed money in order to arrange 
transport for the identified women to 
Tando Bago. 

The VMC members collected the birth 
certificates of the women from the union 
secretaries and completed the rest of the 
documentation needed. All the women 
registered and received their CNICs and 
were very jubilant upon achieving legal 
status.

Due to the Gender Equity Program's 
(GEP) intervention, the VMC members 
and the women of their village can now 
qualify for any kind of philanthropic 
support from the government or Non-
Government Organization (NGO).

Due to the Gender Equity Program's (GEP) intervention, the 

VMC members and the women of their village can now qualify 

for any kind of philanthropic support from the government or 

Non-Government Organization (NGO).
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The village Abdul Aziz Sehriani is at a 
distance of 30 kilometers from Kandhkot 
city, the headquarters of Kashmore district. 
The village is connected to a main road by a 
15 kilometer kacha path making access to 
the village very difficult. The major 
communities of the village are Sehriani, 
Malik, Sabzoie, Bangwar, and Chahcher. The 
majority of the people belonging to these 
communities are farmers. However, due to 
illiteracy the farmers still use old methods 
of agriculture which has halted their 
progress. The movement of women in these 
communities is very restricted. In fact, there 
is even a restriction imposed on girls going 
to school as it is not considered necessary.  

It was quite an ambitious endeavor for Sofi 
Sachal Sarmast Welfare Association 
(SSSWA) to motivate the communities of 
this village to register for a Computerized 

10 Starting A new at 61

National Identity Card (CNIC) under the 
Gender Equity Program's (GEP) campaign 
for “Supporting Women's CNIC 
Registration in Selected Districts.” Since a 
CNIC is required to avail the opportunities 
of Benazir Income Support (BISP), Watan 
Card and other philanthropic incentives, this 
was the basic premise used to mobilize 
these underprivileged communities.  

The SSSWA social mobilization team 
conducted meetings with the villagers and 
formed Village Mobilization Committees   
(VMCs). The VMC members identified 230 
women for CNIC registration. In this way, 
the village of Abdul Aziz Sehriani was 
convinced to not only register for their 
CNICs but also cast their vote in the 
upcoming elections.

27 230 Women Register 
for CNICs

The VMC members identified 230 women for CNIC 

registration. In this way, the village of Abdul Aziz Sehriani was 

convinced to not only register for their CNICs but also cast their 

vote in the upcoming elections.
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Abdul Wahab, a 65 year old Molvi lives in a 
remote village called Molvi Abdul Haleem 
Baloch, Union Council KaramPur, Tehsil 
Mirpur Sakro in district Thatta. The village is 
situated in a remote area at a distance of 45 
kilometers from Makli city, the district 
headquarters of Thatta, Sindh. The people 
are strict followers of Islam and maintain a 
pardah system. Women are unable to travel 
to the city due to this reason.

The SDS team received data that a large 
number of women in this village do not 
possess Computerized National Identity 
Cards (CNIC). Molvi Abdul Wahab 
confirmed this information by explaining 
that women were not permitted to travel to 
the city and hence were unable to register.

The SDS team reached the village and 
motivated people to register their women 
as a CNIC is a necessary official document 
required school registration. They explained 

that the Mobile Registration Vehicle (MRV) 
facility would be provided to them for 
registration. Molvi Abdul explained that 
female photography is against the norms of 
the area but he was informed that this was 
a necessary requirement to even apply for 
Hajj and Umrah.

After two months, 106 females received 
their CNICs and Were thankful to the SDS 
team and GEP for providing this facility at 
their doorstep. 
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28 Educating a Molvi about 
CNIC Registration for Women

The SDS Team 

(MRV) facility would be provided to them for registration. 

Molvi Abdul explained that female photography is against the 

norms of the area but he was informed that this was a necessary 

requirement to even apply for Hajj and Umrah. 

explained that the Mobile Registration Vehicle 
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Ms Fatima is a 55 year old widow who 
lives in the remote village of Markh 
Chandio, Union Council (UC) Kadi Kazia, 
Tehsil and district Badin. She has two 
daughters and three sons. Her eldest son 
Muhammad Yousaf who is 25 years old is 
disabled. Additionally, Fatima's younger 
daughter is divorced and has consequently 
moved back in with her along with two 
children. 

Now a widow, Fatima was once married 
to a landlord. She fondly recalls the time 
when her husband was alive, “We lived an 
average happy family life and we were 
unaware of the hard times we were about 
to face.” After the death of her husband a 
decade ago, the responsibility of raising 
nine family members fell on Fatima. Her 
only source of earning is by selling milk.
Due to not having a Computerized 

National Identity 
Card (CNIC), 
Fatima's life was 
riddled with 
financial problems. 
She was not able 
to transfer her 
late husband's 
land in her name. 
Left unattended, 
this once fertile piece of land is now non-
arable. Furthermore, Fatima could not 
obtain financial assistance through the 
Benazir Income Support Program (BISP) 
or Watan Card after the floods. 

During those days of despair, she and 
some other villagers were also defrauded 
by a woman who came masquerading as a 
National Database and Registration 
Authority (NADRA) representative for 
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29 Raising a Family of 
Nine Thanks to a CNIC

Due to not having a Computerized National Identity Card 

(CNIC), Fatima's life was riddled with financial problems. She 

was not able to transfer her late husband's land in her name 

Fatima could not obtain financial assistance through the Benazir 

Income Support Program (BISP) or Watan Card after the 

floods either. 
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CNIC registration. She took PKR 1000 
from each villager on the premise of 
delivering CNICs at their doorstep and 
never returned. 

Fatima states, “One day, the DevCon team 
came to our village and announced that 
they would facilitate women with the 
support of the Gender Equity Program 
(GEP) funded by the United States Agency 
for International Development (USAID) 
for acquiring CNICs from NADRA. To our 
satisfaction, they were supported by our 
local community members which enabled 
us to trust them.” 

Fatima actively participated in the 
mobilization activities in the village. She 
hopes to apply for the Benazir Income 
Support Program (BISP) and also plans to 
cast her vote in the upcoming elections. 

“One day, the DevCon team came to our village and announced 

that they would facilitate women with the support of the Gender 

Equity Program (GEP) funded by the United States Agency 

for International Development (USAID) for acquiring CNICs 

from NADRA. To our satisfaction, they were supported by our 

local community members which enabled us to trust them.” 
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SAIBAN is working on the Gender Equity 
Program's (GEP) campaign, “Supporting 
Women's CNIC Registration in Selected 
Districts.” This campaign is funded by the 
United States Agency for International 
Development (USAID) and is being 
undertaken in district Bahawalnagar, an 
area consisting of five tehsils and 118 
Union Councils (UC). 

The SAIBAN team faced resistance from 
community stakeholders during the 
organization of CNIC registration camps. 
For instance, women wanted their CNICs 
processed without having to get pictures 
taken.  A representative of SAIBAN and 
Village Mobilization Committee (VMC) 
member, Mr Abu Saeed, convinced them 
to get photographed for their own benefit 
and discussed the importance of a CNIC 

in their everyday life. Most of the women 
agreed and allowed themselves to be 
photographed for their CNICs.    

Approximately 105 women registered for 
CNICs in Mahar Wali thanks to the efforts 
of SAIBAN. 
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30 CNICs for 105 Women 
in Mahar Wali

 A representative of SAIBAN and Village Mobilization 

Committee (VMC) member, Mr Abu Saeed, convinced them to 

get photographed for their own benefit and discussed the 

importance of a CNIC in their everyday life. 
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Naghma Bibi lives in Mohalla Qaim Abad, 
Union Council (UC) Khadam Abad, tehsil 
and district Bahawalnagar. She is a home-
maker and her husband is a shopkeeper. 
She had not registered with the National 
Database and Registration Authority as 
she did not have a marriage certificate. 
Not having a Computerized National 
Identity Card (CNIC) also kept her from 
receiving her inheritance from her family. 
She wanted to go for Umrah with her 
husband but could not go due lack of a 
CNIC for passport processing.

SAIBAN team formed a Village 
Mobilization Committee (VMC) in Union 
Council Khadam Abad. They informed and 
sensitized its residents about the Gender 
Equity Program's campaign for “Supporting 
Women's CNIC Registration in Selected 

Districts.” A female  VMC member, Ms 
Zobia Tariq, informed and mobilized 
Naghma about CNIC registration. Upon 
arrival at the camp, Zobia also helped her 
with the CNIC registration process.

Naghma Bibi is very happy after getting 
her CNIC. Now she wants to apply for 
her passport for Umrah and Hajj. She can 
now also get her share of inheritance with 
the help of this CNIC.
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31 Applying for a Passport 
post CNIC Registration

Naghma Bibi is very happy after getting her CNIC. Now she 

wants to apply for her passport for Umrah and Hajj. She can 

now also get her share of inheritance with the help of this CNIC.
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The village of Haji Khan Shar in Union 
Council (UC) Gehalpur is located 30 
kilometers away from the district 
headquarters of Kashmore. This village is 
in the dangerous area of Kacha with 
surrounding areas feared for their high 
crime rate. It was quite a challenge for the 
team of Sufi Sachal Sarmast Welfare 
Association (SSSWA) to reach such a 
dangerous area.

Regardless of the danger involved, the 
social mobilizers of SSSWA decided to 
visit Haji Khan Shar and mobilize the 
people to register women for 
Computerized National Identity Cards 
(CNIC). 

During their journey, police stopped the 
SSSWA team and informed them about 
the law and order situation and warned 

that any untoward incident could happen 
to them. The SSSWA team still insisted on 
continuing their journey. Taken aback by 
their resolve, the officer in-charge sent 
with them a policeman named Dodo Khan 
Jatoi who was a local of Haji Khan Shar.

Upon arrival the SSSWA team met with 
Sardar Haji Khan Shar, the feudal lord of 
the village.

At first the Sardar stated that making 
women register for CNICs was useless 
and refused to gather the people for 
mobilization. However, after a long 
discussion, he rendered SSSWA 
permission to mobilize the people for 
CNIC registration. In fact, the Sardar 
gathered community members at his 
house for the mobilization meeting. 
Asadullah Khoso and Wali Muhammad 
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Registering Women in 

Dangerous & Remote Districts
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The village of Haji Khan Shar in Union Council (UC) 

Gehalpur is located 30 kilometers away from the district 

headquarters of Kashmore. This village is in the dangerous area of 

Kacha with surrounding areas feared for their high crime rate. It 

was quite a challenge for the team of Sufi Sachal Sarmast 

Welfare Association (SSSWA) to reach such a dangerous area.
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introduced themselves and told the 
community that SSSWA is implementing a 
campaign for “Supporting Women's CNIC 
Registration in Selected Districts” under 
the Gender Equity Program (GEP) which 
is supported by the United States Agency 
for International Development (USAID). 
SSSWA motivated & mobilized the people 
in Haji Khan Shar in context to the 
importance of CNIC registration for 
women.

The SSSWA team also formed a Village
Mobilization Committee (VMC) consisting 
of both women and men. The VMC 
members promised the SSSWA team their 
support in identifying unregistered 
women.

Had it not been for the persistence, 
perseverance, courage and commitment of 
the SSSWA team none of this would have 
been possible. 

CNIC Registration Volume I

At first the Sardar stated that making women register for CNICs 

was useless and refused to gather the people for mobilization.

However, after a long discussion, he rendered SSSWA 

permission to mobilize the people for CNIC registration.  
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33 114 Rural Women 
 Register for CNICs

Mr Ali Gohar Shaikh, is an active member 
of the Village Mobilization Committee 
(VMC) and President of Sindh Dost Samaji 
Development Society ® of village Mor 
Jhabar Shaikh. The total population of the 
village is 4000 people. The village is 
located in a flood prone area in Union 
Council (UC) Hadal Shah, taluka Kingri, 
district Khairpur which is 40 kilometers 
from the district headquarters. 95 percent 
of the population of this village is involved 
in agricultural farming and livestock 
rearing. As far as legal documentation is 
concerned, the main issue is lack of 
marriage certificates as traditionally 
people from rural areas do not register 
with the local council.

Bhittai Social Welfare Association (BSWA) 
is implementing a sub grant project 

“Supporting Women's CNIC Registration 
in Selected Districts” under the Gender 
Equity Program (GEP) of Aurat 
Foundation supported by United states 
Agency for International Development. 
(USAID) BSWA motivated & mobilized 
the people of Morjhabar regarding the 
importance CNIC registration and also 
imparted voter education. 

The BSWA team held sensitization 
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The BSWA team held sensitization sessions and formed Village 
Mobilization Committees (VMCs) of women and men and 

guided them on mapping of households and identifying women 
who required a CNIC. The team also briefed villagers about the 

required documents for CNIC registration.
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sessions and formed Village Mobilization 
Committees ( VMCs) of women and men 
and guided them on mapping of 
households and identifying women who 
required a CNIC. The team also briefed 
villagers about the required documents 
for CNIC registration.

After receiving complete household 
mapping forms, the BSWA team setup a 
CNIC registration camp at Mor Jhabar 
Shaikh. A total of 114 women were 
registered at this camp.

BSWA President and the Project 
Coordinator for GEP approached the 
National Database and Registration 
Authority (NADRA) Regional Office, 
Sukkur and requested them to exempt 
women who did not possess marriage 
certificates. They entertained some of 
these special cases. The BSWA's team also 
motivated the local revenue officers of 
Kingri to issue exemption certificates for 
women & illiterate girls free of charge. 

As a result, CNICs were issued to 114 
women. The women who received their 
CNICs said they are now able to vote in 
the upcoming elections and get other 
social benefits from the Benazir Income 

Support Program (BISP), the government's 
Zakat Fund, Bait-ul-Mal and other legal 
benefits. 

The VMC members also approached the 
UC authorities and were instrumental in 
the issuance of marriage certificates from 
the imam of the mosque. The VMC 
members are  thankful to BSWA and GEP 
who helped and facilitated in this CNIC 
registration process. 

CNIC Registration Volume I

The women who received their CNICs said they are now able to 

vote in the upcoming elections and get other social benefits from the 

Benazir Income Support Program (BISP), the government's 

Zakat Fund, Bait-ul-Mal and other legal benefits. 
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Muhamad Tufail is a poor farmer with 7 
children. He resides in a remote village, in 
tehsil Jahanean, district Khanewal. His two 
daughters Sumreen Tufail and Naureen 
Tufail, are now studying in class 10. A few 
months ago, the family found it difficult to 
submit an admission form for a class 9 
examination due to lack of a B-Form. 
Unfortunately, Muhammad had not 
registered his children with their Union 
Council (UC) at the time of their birth. 
When they asked the UC Secretary for 
assistance, he refused to cooperate with 
them. 

A friend of Muhammad's informed him 
about Al-Asar Development Organization 
and their active role in Computerized 
National Identity Card (CNIC) 
registration under the Gender Equity 

Program's (GEP) campaign for “Supporting 
Women's CNIC Registration in Selected 
Districts.” Desperate to secure a seat for 
his daughters in class 9, Muhammad 
contacted Al-Asar for guidance.

Rana Muhammad Aslam, a representative 
of Al-Asar Development Organization, 
assured Muhammad that they would 
provide all kinds of assistance to resolve 
his problem. However, once again the UC 
Secretary refused to back date and 
register the children due to his limited 
computer knowledge and inadequate 
awareness about the procedure for late 
registration. To assist the UC Secretary, 
Aslam arranged a meeting with the 
Assistant Manager of National Database 
and Registration Authority (NADRA) of 
Jahanean and requested him to instruct 
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34 Completing Documentation 
for Further Education
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Desperate to secure a seat for his daughters in class 9, 

Muhammad contacted Al-Asar for guidance.
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the UC Secretary. 

A NADRA official assisted the UC 
Secretary to register the data of 
Muhammad's daughters with late fees. 
After receiving a birth certificate from the 
UC, Muhammad and Aslam went to the 
NADRA office to process the B-Form. 
NADRA's staff showed their full 
cooperation and expedited the processing 
of the B-Form. They askedMuhammad to 
collect the B-Form after three days. 

As promised, the B Form was ready on 
time. As a result, he was able to register 
his daughters for the examination of Class 
9, thereby securing their right to further 
education. 

Now Sumreen and Naureen are studying 
in class 10 having passed the examination 
of class 9.
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The B Form was ready on time. As a result, he was able to 

register his daughters for the examination of Class 9, thereby 

securing their right to further education. 
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Ms Shamim Akhter Sheema resides in 
Model Town-B, UC # 74, tehsil Khanpur 
and district Rahim Yar Khan. She is a 
woman of many talents: Poet, Writer and 
Novelist. She has spent thirty years of her 
life teaching at the Government Girls High 
School-Khanpur. Two years ago, Ms 
Shamim retired and faced many hurdles in 
context to her pension. Unfortunately, her 
Computerized National Identity Card 
(CNIC) had expired at the time of 
retirement with the result that she could 
not open an account in any bank of 
Pakistan. The officials at the government 
school refused to process her pension 
until she had a valid CNIC.

Additionally, Ms Shamim's son was no 
longer able to send her money through 
electronic money transfer due to her 
expired CNIC.

Ms Shamim went to the National 
Database and Registration Authority 
(NADRA) office and faced many obstacles 
in the renewal of her CNIC due to 
incomplete documentation. The lack of a 
valid CNIC threatened to jeopardize her 
financial stability. Finally, it was through the 
Pakistan Youth League (PYL) that she 
succeeded to apply for a CNIC at a 
registration camp organized under the 
Gender Equity Program's (GEP) campaign 
for “Supporting Women's CNIC 
Registration in Selected Districts.”
Due to the fast track issuance of Ms 
Shamim's CNIC, her pension case has 
been resolved. She has also opened a bank 
account. Additionally, her son can now 
easily transfer money into her account 
and she can also apply for Hajj.
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35 Resolving Pension 
Issues
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Due to the fast track issuance of Ms Shamim's CNIC, her 

pension case has been resolved. She has also opened a bank 

account. Additionally, her son can now easily transfer money into 

her account and she can also apply for Hajj.
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A 45 year old man, Hafiz Mureed Hussain, 
is the resident of Mouza Kot Jannue of 
Union Council (UC) Kot Tahir, tehsil 
Jampur, district Rajanpur. Mureed is a 
farmer and cultivates vegetables to feed 
his family of eight children. His wife helps 
him in the fields along with rearing their 
children. Mureed was severely affected by 
the floods of 2010. Since their devastation 
he has had to work extra hard to meet 
the living expenses of his family. 

On September 18, 2012 the DSTC team 
met Mureed in his village with the aim of 
informing him of the Gender Equity 
Program's (GEP) campaign  for 
“Supporting Women's Registration in 
Selected Districts” and request his 
support by becoming the local member of 
the community. Mureed welcomed the 

team and ensured his full cooperation. He 
said, “Since the last two years, I have been 
striving for Computerized National 
Identity Cards (CNIC) for my wife and 
two daughters. My family could not get 
support from the government or any 
philanthropic organization after the floods 
of 2010. The government is giving support 
to poor families through the Benazir 
Income Support (BISP) but one needs a 
CNIC to be eligible. Once we visited the 
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“I have been striving for Computerized National Identity Cards 

(CNIC) for my wife and two daughters. My family could not 

get support from the government or any philanthropic 

organization after the floods of 2010.”
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National Database and Registration 
Authority (NADRA) office in Jampur. 
There was a huge rush where men and 
women were standing in line. We spent 
the entire day there without any food or 
water. Despite the long wait, I was unable 
to see any officials. There was a little hole 
in the window through which an official 
spoke to the crowds of people. There 
were intermittent breaks due to power 
outages and lunch. People opted to skip 
lunch as they did not want to lose their 
place in the queue. A man offered to move 
me ahead in the line if I paid him PKR 
1000. However, that day we didn't have 
enough money. We decided to return  
another day with PKR 1000 

to avoid the rush. I think that was almost 
six months ago but unfortunately, I have 
been unable to collect enough money to 
make that trip again. It is a blessing for 
people like me to be able to apply for a 
CNIC at their doorstep free of charge.”

Mureed gathered 15 members of his 
village, both women and men, and 

advocated for the importance of CNIC 
registration. Through his mobilization, a 
committee was formulated  to identify  
unregistered women. 
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“It is a blessing for people like me to be able to apply for a CNIC 

at their doorstep free of charge.”
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“I lost all hope when I came to know that 
my family is not eligible to be supported 
by the Benazir Income Support Program 
(BISP) because I had an old identity card 
and not the Computerized National 
Identity Card (CNIC),” says Allah Bachai 
who resides in the village of Ali 
Mohammad Mugheri, Union Council (UC) 
Kamal Khan, tehsil Johi of district Dadu, 
Sindh. She further states that possessing a 
CNIC was her only chance of applying for 
the Watan card or BISP to meet her 
family's expenses and celebrate her eldest 
son's marriage ceremony.

“The floods of 2010 washed away 
everything that was dear to me: my 
livestock, house and other assets. The lives 
of my family members were snatched away 
by the merciless flood. In a moment, all 

the happiness of my family just vanished 
and we were homeless,” she states with 
tears welling up in her eyes.

During those days her family which 
comprises of four sons, two daughters and 
her husband could scarcely afford three 
meals. Her husband became physically 
unfit to earn a living owing to a disease. 
This made them completely dependent on 
the meager income of her eldest son, 
Hassan.

The government accords the Watan Card 
or BISP only to married couples. A 
husband and wife must prove their marital 
status through the information stated on 
their respective Computerized National 
Identity Cards (CNIC). However, since 
Allah Bachai's CNIC had her maiden name 
and thereby showed her as single, she was 
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“The floods of 2010 washed away everything that was dear to me.”  

The lives of my family members were snatched away by the 

merciless flood. In a moment, all the happiness of my family just 

vanished and we were homeless,” she states with tears welling up in 

her eyes.
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unable to apply for any government 
support. After the floods her family was 
also unable to afford the expenses of 
traveling to the National Database and 
Registration Authority (NADRA) office 
which lay some 27 kilometers away from 
their village. 

“The Gender Equity Program's (GEP) 
campaign for “Supporting Women's CNIC 
Registration in Selected Districts” which is 
funded by United States Agency for 
International Development (USAID) 
restored happiness to Allah Bachai's life 
when the team of Shah Sachal Sami 
Foundation (SSSF) visited her village for 
the process of CNIC registration.  Allah 
Bachai recalls, “About four months ago, 
along with some other women of my 
village, I was transported to the National 
Database and Registration Authority 

(NADRA) center and was also taken back 
home completely free of charge. This 
vehicle facility of SSSF continued until I 
received my CNIC 23 or 24 days later. The 
social mobilizers of SSSF also guided me 
on the process of getting a WatanCard 
and BISP and filled out my application 
forms and wrote letters of request to the 
district government for the purposes of 

obtaining the documentation I required to 
register. By the grace of God and thanks 
to the United States Agency for 
International Development (USAID), Aurat 
Foundation (AF) and SSSF I was issued the 
BISP Card end of July 2012. My Watan 
card is also in process. My dream to 
celebrate the marriage of my 28 year old 
son, Rehman. Said, is well within my grasp 
now,” said Allah Bachai.
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“About four months ago, along with some other women of my 

village, I was transported to the National Database and 

Registration Authority (NADRA) center and was also taken 
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Nazia Jatoi is the only woman from her 
village Budho Khan Gopang, Union 
Council (UC) Bahwalpur, tehsil Johi who 
has passed her intermediate studies from 
the Government Degree College. Very few 
women of Nazia's village are permitted to 
study to the level of matriculation. The 
norm is for them to only receive primary 
education.

Nazia is an avid reader and keeps abreast 
with global news. Her quest for 
knowledge made her apply for admission 
into a university but her uncle and father 
did not permit her to study further as it 
went against their traditional belief that 
girls belong within the four walls of the 
home. It is for this reason that Nazia was 
not allowed to have a Computerized 
National Identity Card (CNIC) which is 

mandatory to get admission into any 
university. Whenever Nazia asserted her 
right to apply for a CNIC, her parents said 
she could do so once she was married.

During a meeting, Nazia told the team of 
Shah Sachal Sami Foundation (SSSF) about 
her wish to study further and the 
constraints placed on her by her family. 
The team then met with her parents in an 
attempt to convince them to fulfill her 
wishes. The social mobilizers of SSSF 
remained steadfast in their endeavor to 
inform her parents about the importance 
of education for girls and how they can 
play an active role in the development and 
progress of a community and nation.

Consequently, the parents of Nazia agreed 
to give her permission to attend university 
and to register her name at the camp 

38 Opening Doors to 
Further Education
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Whenever Nazia asserted her right to apply for a CNIC, her 

parents said she could do so once she was married.

128



organized by SSSF for “Supporting 
Women's CNIC Registration in Selected 
Districts” under the Gender Equity 
Program (GEP). Nazia was registered at 
the National Database and Registration 
Authority (NADRA) center and received 
her CNIC. She plans to apply for 
admission to the University of  Sindh and 
praised the United States. Agency for 
International Development (USAID) for 
its efforts in supporting women's 
empowerment in Pakistan also thanked 
SSSF for their effective mobilization within 
her community.

CNIC Registration Volume I

She plans to apply for admission to the University of  Sindh and 

praised the United States. Agency for International Development 

(USAID) for its efforts in supporting women's empowerment in 

Pakistan also thanked SSSF for their effective mobilization 

within her community.
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Association for Gender Awareness and 
Human Empowerment (AGAHE) is an 
organization working diligently to resolve 
the hindrances of becoming a registered 
citizen in Pakistan. The district Vehari of 
Southern Punjab is the target area of 
AGAHE's intervention. The provision of 
Computerized National Identity Cards 
(CNIC) is an ardent objective of AGAHE.

Rani Barkat is the resident of Chak 9/11. 
She belongs to a poor family.  A 45 year 
old woman, her husband is a daily wage 
laborer. The economic condition of her 
family is dire. Rani has four children: three 
sons and a daughter. She came to know 
that  AGAHE had arranged a camp for 
“Supporting Women's CNIC Registration 
in Selected Districts” with the help of 
Aurat Foundation's (AF) Gender Equity 

Program (GEP) which is funded by the 
United States Agency for International 
Development (USAID). The social 
mobilization team of AGAHE guided her 
about registration at the camp. Rani 
completed her bio-data form and 
submitted it to the National Database and 
Registration Authority (NADRA) 
authorities. 
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The social mobilization team of AGAHE guided her about 

registration at the camp. Rani completed her bio-data form and 

submitted it to the National Database and Registration 

Authority (NADRA) authorities. 
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She is happy now as she was previously 
unable to get a loan due to the lack of a 
CNIC. She can now apply for it. Thanks to 
this financial support she is now the 
owner of a grocery store. She is thankful 
to  AGAHE for assisting her with the 
CNIC registration process.

CNIC Registration Volume I

She is now the owner of a grocery store and  thankful to  

AGAHE for assisting her with the CNIC registration process.
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Ms Pathani is an 80 year old home-maker 
who works in the fields. She lives in the 
village of Surhani Machi, Union Council 
(UC) Sabho, tehsil and district Umerkot. 
Her husband, Mr Loung, is a poor farmer. 
Their family practically lives hand to 
mouth. She was not aware of the 
importance of a Computerized National 
Identity Card (CNIC) and its benefits.

She says, “I did not know about CNIC 
registration. Nobody told me about the 
importance of CNIC registration and its 
procedure. I was under the impression 
that a CNIC is a document just for 
identity otherwise there is no need for it. 
My husband and other family members 
never felt the need to have a CNIC.” 

The staff members of Sami Foundation 
guided her on the importance of having a 

CNIC and its benefits. She also learned 
that a CNIC can be used for different 
purposes such as enrollment in education 
institutions, plot possessions and 
registration, government financial relief 
schemes and job requirements.

Ms Pathani also mobilized other women of 
her village for CNIC registration. She 
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She says, “I did not know about CNIC registration. Nobody told 

me about the importance of CNIC registration and its procedure.”
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states, “For the first time I understood and 
realized that CNICs are used for multiple 
purposes.” She further added that, “CNIC 
holders can get benefits after floods 
through the Benazir Income Support 
Program (BISP). Ms Pathani 
said that after getting her CNIC, she
 will apply for BISP and also cast her vote 
for the first time in the upcoming 
elections of May 2013.
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She states, “For the first time I understood and realized that 

CNICs are used for multiple purposes.”
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Ms Saran wife of Hero Bheel is an 80 year 
old woman living Seth Ghansham Das 
village. Her husband is also a senior 
citizen. The couple has three sons and five 
daughters. Old age no longer permits 
them to work in the fields. Ms Saran's 
sons are farmers while her daughters are 
married and living with their respective in-
laws. She faces extreme poverty and lacks 
basic facilities. Although she was aware of 
the process of Computerized National 
Identity Card (CNIC) registration she 
never bothered to register as she felt she 
had no need for it.

Ms Saran shared the problems she had 
been facing in her life with the 
representatives of Sami Foundation. She 
also explained that she was aware that 
possessing a CNIC gave her the right to 
vote and allowed people access to funds 
during floods. However, she was unaware 
of any other benefits of possessing a 

CNIC. The team 
representative 
then informed her 
about all the 
financial benefits 
of having a CNIC 
such as being able 
to apply for 
Benazir Income 
Support Program 
(BISP) and Bait-ul-
Mal. Ms Saran 
greatly appreciated this new information 
and decided to register for a CNIC.

After her CNIC registration she 
expressed her views to the rest of the 
community. She encouraged women to 
follow in her footsteps and said she would 
vote and apply for a Watan Card upon 
obtaining her CNIC. 
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She encouraged women to follow in her footsteps and said she 

would vote and apply for a Watan Card upon obtaining her 

CNIC. 
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Vehari is a central district of Punjab. Chak 
number 85/WB is situated in Union 
Council 19 of tehsil and district Vehari. 
This area is home to approximately 500 
women. Shameem Bibi, a resident of this 
district has two children,  Ayesha who is 
three years old and Yaqoob who is 4 years 
old son. Shameem Bibi learned about the 
Association for Gender Awareness and 
Human Empowerment's (AGAHE) Mobile 
Registration Vehicles (MRV) through a 
social mobilizer.

AGAHE was providing Computerized 
National Identity Card (CNIC) 
registration services in collaboration with 
the Gender Equity Program (GEP) of 
Aurat Foundation supported by the 
United States Agency for International 
Development (USAID) for a campaign 

entitled, “Supporting Women's CNIC 
Registration in Selected Districts.” For this 
purpose, the organization was mobilizing 
people in this area in order to create 
awareness about the importance of CNIC 
registration.

Shameem Bibi obtained her CNIC thanks 
to AGAHE's campaign. Now that 
Shameem Bibi is registered, she has been 
able to open a bank account. Her CNIC 
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Shameem Bibi obtained her CNIC thanks to AGAHE's 

campaign. Now that Shameem Bibi is registered, she has been 

able to open a bank account. Her CNIC also makes it easier for 

her to apply for a bank loan to establish a small scale business like 

poultry farming or establishing her own grocery store.
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also makes it easier for her to apply for a 
bank loan to establish a small scale 
business like poultry farming or 
establishing her own grocery store. Given 
these new business opportunities, the 
socio-economic condition of her family is 
likely to improve. She is very happy and 
hopes for a better and prosperous future. 
She suggests that every citizen of Pakistan 
take part in the process of registering for 
a CNIC.

She is grateful to AGAHE for facilitating 
her in providing service at her doorstep. 
She states, “Such efforts will help bring 
social and behavioral change in our 
society.” 

 She states, “Such efforts will help bring social and behavioral 

change in our society.” 
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District Naseerabad comprises of three 
tehsils, Dera Murad Jamali, Chattar and 
Tamboo. There are 24 Union Councils 
(UC) in this district and the literacy ratio 
is extremely low. Due to this, people are 
generally unaware of the benefits of 
possessing a Computerized National 
Identity Card (CNIC). The case is the 
worse when it comes to women as people 
follow strict patriarchal traditions 
according to which women are not even 
accorded basic rights.

The people of tehsil  Tamboo have 
misconceptions regarding the work of the 
National Database and Registration 
Authority (NADRA) in their respective 
areas.  A notable member of the 
community, Mazar Khan Kajhrani from the 
village Langa Khan Jakhrani in UC Bedar 
reported that the Mobile Registration 
Vehicle (MRV) of NADRA visited his 
village several times in the past three 

years. 

However, to 
date people 
have not 
received their 
CNICs. He 
explained that 
his people 
believed that 
NADRA 
works solely for influential people. 
Moreover, the majority of people including 
the women of Tamboo were not ready to 
attend MRV camps for CNIC registration. 

In the meantime, the Society for Human 
Interest & Neglected Environs (SHINE), 
Balochistan under the Gender Equity 
Program's (GEP) campaign for “Supporting 
Women's CNIC Registration in Selected 
Districts” intervened in the area. SHINE 
Balochistan conducted mobilization 
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He explained that his people believed that NADRA works solely 

for influential people. Moreover, the majority of people including 

the women of Tamboo were not ready to attend MRV camps for 

CNIC registration. 
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meetings in all the UCs of the tehsil for 
the CNIC registration of women and its 
benefits. Village Mobilization Committees 
(VMCs) were formed in each UC to 
ensure the participation of local persons 
in the committee. 

This was a major milestone in restoring 
the lost confidence of the local 
community in NADRA.

As a result of SHINE's tireless efforts, the 
people of Tamboo assured they would 
encourage their women to register and 
also cooperate with NADRA.
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 As a result of SHINE's tireless efforts, the people of Tamboo 

assured they would encourage their women to register and also 

cooperate with NADRA.
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Mr. Muhammad Farooq Malik visited the 
village of Basti Sargani, Mouza Mat chak 
No.1, tehsil Rojhan, district Rajan Pur on 
the 9th of May, 2013. This village is situated 
75 kilometers away from the Dehi Samaji 
Taraqiati Council (DTSC) office in 
RajanPur. The purpose of this visit was to 
mobilize the community regarding the 
importance of women's CNIC registration 
and encourage them to vote in the 
upcoming general elections of 2013. Zahid 
Hussain, a local activist, informed him 
about the situation.

Farooq Malik of DSTC reached the 
targeted location along with a female 
social organizer, Tehmina Fazal. The 
community members warmly welcomed 
them and after a general introduction of 
the organization, Farooq Malik hosted a 
session on voter education and the 

importance of Computerized National 
Identity Card (CNIC) registration for 
women. The community members 
explained that they had taken part actively 
in the last general election. However, the 
elected minister never took any interest in 
the area even after the 2010 floods. They 
further elaborated that they had 
requested the current government several 
times to open a school for local children 
but their request fell on deaf ears. The 
community faced numerous problems 
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The elected minister never took any interest in the area even after 

the 2010 floods. They further elaborated that they had requested 

the current government several times to open a school for local 

children but their request fell on deaf ears. 
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including lack of water, infrastructure, 
health and educational facilities.

Due to all the aforementioned problems, 
the community had decided to abstain 
from voting in the upcoming elections. 
Farooq Malik's team encouraged the 
community to vote, reminding them that 
this was their right. He explained that the 
only way to ensure that the right 
candidates are elected would be to take 
part in the elections.  After a heated 
discussion the community members 
agreed to vote and also allow their 
women the same right. 
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He explained that the only way to ensure that the right candidates 

are elected would be to take part in the elections. 
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Tasmina Bibi lives in the village of Mehry 
Wala, Union Council (UC) Sikahni Wala, 
tehsil Rajan Pur. She required a 
Computerized National Identity Card 
(CNIC) for herself and women family 
members. Women's CNIC registration and 
vote casting is not considered as 
important for women as men in Rajan Pur. 
Furthermore, women face the problem of 
traveling alone to the National Database 
and Registration Authority (NADRA) 
office for this purpose as it is against the 
local cultural norms. Men are unable to 
accompany women as they were mostly 
laborers and cannot leave their work. 
Thus, due to all these obstacles, Tasmina 
Bibi was unable to register for her CNIC 
and fulfill her dream of going for Umrah.

During the formation of Village 

Mobilization Committees (VMC) in her 
village, DSTC held sensitization sessions 
regarding women's CNIC registration 
under the Gender Equity Program's (GEP) 
campaign for “Supporting Women's CNIC 
Registration in Selected Districts.” They 
informed people of the importance of this 
process and promised to provide a CNIC 
registration facility in the village. At this 
meeting, Tasmina Bibi inquired about the 
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They informed people of the importance of this process and 

promised to provide a CNIC registration facility in the village. 
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fees pertaining to CNIC registration and 
the DSTC team explained that it would be 
free of cost. Due to this session, many of 
the village notables agreed to let women 
registering for CNICs.

A few days later, DSTC arranged the 
CNIC registration camp along with an 
MRV and attester. Tasmina and her family 
members registered for their CNICs. She 
explained that the camp saved them time 
and money. 

Additionally, she was able to avoid 
traveling all the way to the National 
Database and Registration Authority 
(NADRA) office. She added that this camp 
helped fulfill her dream of Umrah and she 
would encourage other females to take 
use of the facility.
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Bhiranwan Mai is the widow of Allah Ditta 
and belongs to the village of Basti Ghulam 
Mustafa Makwal in district and tehsil 
Rajanpur, Union Council (UC) FatehPur. 
She received two acres of agricultural land 
from her father as her inheritance. 
However, she was unable to transfer this 
land to her own name legally as she did 
not possess a CNIC. Her nephews also 
refused to let her transfer the property to 
her name. 

She explained to her nephews that she 
wanted to construct a house on her land, 
but they threatened to kill her and her 
children if she tried doing so. Bhiranwan 
Mai met with a local lawyer and informed 
him about the situation. The lawyer guided 
her and explained that if she acquires a 
Computerized National Identity Card 
(CNIC) she would have no problem in 
legally owning the land.

Bhiranwan Mai visited the National 
Database and Registration Authority 
(NADRA) Registration center in RajanPur 
thrice but was unable to register for her 
CNIC as her documentation was 
incomplete. She heard an announcement 
from her local mosque stating that a 
Mobile Registration Vehicle (MRV) would 
help women register for their CNICs 
without any fee. She then met with 
Tehmina, a social organizer from DSTC 
who helped her process her registration 
at the facilitation camp. 

After 60 days she received her CNIC and 
was able to transfer land in her name 
with the help of a lawyer and a 
representative of DSTC. She was able to 
construct a house on it on this land and 
also cultivate some of it with the help of 
her eldest child.
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She received two acres of agricultural land from her father as her 

inheritance. However, she was unable to transfer this land to her 

own name legally as she did not possess a CNIC. 
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Countless number of women in district 
Hattian Balado not have a Computerized 
National Identity Cards (CNIC) making it 
impossible for them to receive financial 
aid from the State. To this end, the Roshan 
Youth Welfare Organization (RYWO) is 
working on “Supporting Women's CNIC 
Registration in Selected Districts” which is 
supported by United States Agency for 
International Development (USAID) 
under the Gender Equity Program (GEP) 
of Aurat Foundation (AF) in Hattian Bala. 
RYWO launched awareness raising 
campaigns in the district to educate 
women on the importance of 
documentation. 

Rasheeda Begum is a 56 year old woman 
of the village Dohatha, Union Council 
(UC) Chakhama, Hattian Bala. She did not 
possess any form of identification which 

meant she did not exist in the State's 
records. RYWO provided her with a birth 
certificate through the local government 
after an encounter at an Village 
Mobilization Committee (VMC). Prior to 
the RYWO awareness campaign, Rasheeda 
Begum was unaware of the importance of 
a CNIC. She faced countless hurdles when 
applying for benefits from the government 
due to the absence of an identity card. 
Most times her application was either 
rejected or not processed. Moreover, she 
wanted to cast her vote in the upcoming 
elections but was unable to do so. The 
RYWO team organized the NADRA 
facilitation camp and provided her with a 
mode of transportation from her house to 
the camp and back. She was extremely 
satisfied and thankful to the RYWO team 
for helping her register.

47 Teaching  Women the 
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The village Babar Kach, Union Council 
Babar Kach, Tehsil and District Sibi is a 
highly backward area. The overall situation 
of the village regarding education, health, 
communication and transportation is very 
poor. Babar Kach is a very conservative 
area where even the movement of women 
is tracked by the men. Women are not 
permitted to leave their homes.  They 
remain unregistered with the National 
Database and Registration Authority 
(NADRA) as having a Computerized 
National Identity Card (CNIC) is not 
considered a document women require. It 
is the custom of the area that all the 
decisions in context to women are made 
by the elder men of the community who 
view women's empowerment as a threat 
to the status quo. 

The women of Babar Kach were willing to 
register for their CNIC but were afraid of 
the repercussions it would have. They did 
not want this decision to disrupt their 
family life. However, at the same time, they 
also wanted to avail the benefits in 
context to education, health and 
philanthropic schemes that came along 
with becoming a registered citizen.

The Drugs and Narcotics Educational 

48 Nearly 80 Women 
Register in Babar Kach

CNIC Registration Volume I

The women of Babar Kach were willing to register for their 

CNIC but were afraid of the repercussions it would have. 

162



  

Services for Humanity (DANESH) team 
conducted orientation meetings with the 
key persons of the area, briefly describing 
their project aims and motivating them for 
CNIC registration of women. They then 
formed Village Mobilization Committees 
(VMC) of both women and men and 
conducted sensitization meetings. The 
VMC members began working in 
collaboration with DANESH to mobilize 
the community regarding women's CNIC 
registration.

Approximately, 80 women were permitted 
to register for CNICs by their menfolk. 
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80 women were permitted to register for CNICs by their menfolk.  
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Zulfiqar Ali lives in Eid Gah Colony, Union 
Council (UC) Rajan Pur Gharbi, tehsil and 
district Rajan Pur. He recently shifted from 
Toba Tek Singh along with his family. His 
sister wanted to get admission into a 
Bachelors program for which she required 
a Computerized National Identity Card 
(CNIC). For this purpose, Zulfiqar Ali had 
visited the National Database and 
Registration Authority (NADRA) office 
several times and found that this was a 
complicated, time-consuming and 
expensive process. According to NADRA's 
protocols, he had to change the current 
address for his entire family's CNICs 
before applying for a new one for his 
sister. The admission deadline was near 
and he was running out of time.

The NADRA center in the area is 
generally extremely crowded and has no 
waiting room or toilets. Zulfiqar's family 

had to experience all these issues and 
were still unable to change their CNICs. 
The Dehi Samaji Taraqiati Council (DSTC) 
staff held meetings at Rajan Pur. They 
formed Village Mobilization Committees 
(VMC) and educated the community 
regarding the importance of women's 
CNIC registration and vote casting. 
During the question and answer session, 
Zulfiqar shared his problem and the DTSC 
team. After two weeks, DSTC organized a 
CNIC registration camp in collaboration 
with the local VMC members.

At the camp, the DSTC team facilitated 
the community and completed their 
registration process. Through them, 
Zulfiqar was able to apply for CNICs for 
his whole family and his sister was able to 
continue her education. They are all 
extremely grateful to the implementing 
organization for facilitating resolution of 

“Space for Quote"
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Zulfiqar was able to apply for CNICs for his whole family and his 

sister was able to continue her education.
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Nabila is a 19 year old woman residing in 
the Union Council (UC) 2, tehsil and 
district Sibi. She is a very intelligent girl 
who always dreamed of becoming a 
doctor. Her father passed away three 
years ago and now she lives with her 
cousins. Her extended family is extremely 
conservative and do not allow her to 
pursue higher education. Determined to 
study further, she knew she had to 
register for a Computerized National 
Identity Card (CNIC) for which she spoke 
to her cousins. They refused due to family 
restrictions and also because they believed 
that NADRA misused the pictures of 
women. They also were of the opinion 
that the registration process is a waste of 
time and money as CNICs are useless for 
women as they have no reason to work, 
study or cast their vote.

Nabila was aware 
that a CNIC 
would enable her 
to study further 
which would 
eventually result 
in her becoming 
financially 
independent from 
her cousins.

She participated in the Village Mobilization 
Committee (VMC) meetings held by the 
Drug and Narcotics Educational Services 
for Humanity (DANESH) under the 
Gender Equity Program's (GEP) campaign 
for “Supporting Women's CNIC 
Registration in Selected Districts.” She 
also discussed the process of CNIC 
registration with the team. She explained 

Changing Mindsets by
Encouraging Higher Education

50

CNIC Registration Volume I

“My family were of the opinion that the registration process is a 
waste of time and money as CNICs are useless for women as they 

have no reason to work, study or cast their vote.”
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to them that her family was not 
permitting her to register for her CNIC. 
Two VMC members, Bushra and Nasreen, 
met with her cousin and mobilized him for 
her CNIC registration.  After their 
meeting, the cousin realized the 
importance of women's CNIC registration 
and Nabila received permission to 
register.

Nabila's cousin allowed her and his wife to 
go the National Database and Registration 
Authority (NADRA) center for CNIC 
registration. He also gave her permission 
to continue her education. Nabila is 
thankful to DANESH for changing the 
mindset of her cousin which brought a 
positive change in her life.
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Nabila is thankful to DANESH for changing the mindset of her 

cousin which brought a positive change in her life.
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Just when Shah Gul, an 18 year old girl 
from the village of Alizai Giddar, Union 
Council (UC) Giddar, in district Kalat, had 
lost all hopes of higher education she 
attended a women's mobilization meeting 
organized by Masoom Rights 
Development Society (MRDS). 

The MRDS team informed her about the 
benefits of a Computerized National 
Identity Card (CNIC) and the Gender 
Equity Program's (GEP) campaign for 
“Supporting Women's CNIC Registration 
in Selected Districts.” This program was 
run in collaboration with NADRA and 
provided CNIC registration at your 
doorstep.

As part of MRDS' activities for this GEP 
campaign, the organization formed Village 

Mobilization 
Committees 
(VMC) in 
Alizai Giddar 
to create 
awareness 
about the 
importance 
of CNICs 
and arranged 
for a Mobile 
Registration 
Vehicle (MRV) for women.       

Shah Gul completed her secondary 
education from the Government Girls 
School-Alizai Giddar, as there was no high 
school in her UC. The villagers of Alizai 
Giddar are nomads and usually migrate to 
hotter areas in cold and harsh weather. 

In Pursuit of her Dreams51
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As part of MRDS' activities for this GEP campaign, the 
organization formed Village Mobilization Committees (VMC) 

in Alizai Giddar to create awareness about the importance of 
CNICs and arranged for a Mobile Registration Vehicle 

(MRV) for women. 

172



After completing her secondary education, 
Shah Gul wanted to pursue higher 
education but was unable to do so due to 
financial constraints. She was also unable 
to apply for any additional financial aid due 
to the absence of a CNIC.

However, thanks to MRDS she now 
possesses a CNIC and states, “I will now 
apply for support from the Benazir 
Income Support Program (BISP) and will 
fulfill my dream of acquiring higher 
education.”
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Thanks to MRDS she now possesses a CNIC and states, “I will 

now apply for support from the Benazir Income Support 

Program (BISP) and will fulfill my dream of acquiring higher 

education.”
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