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GENDER EQUITY PROGRAM

 Aurat Foundation

Justice (Retd) Mehta Kailash Nath 
Kohli is a member of the legal 
committee for the National 
Commission on the Status of 
Women (NCSW). Deputy Attorney 
General for Pakistan from 2000 to 
2004, he was elevated as a Judge of 
High Court of Balochistan in 2004. 
He retired as a High Court Judge in 
August 2009 and joined the Bar as 
an Advocate Supreme Court of 
Pakistan. Justice Kohli was also a early while I was in the middle of 
member of Minority’s Commission my education. The journey of hard 
of Pakistan from 1992 to 1994. He work started back then.
remained President Hindu Panchayat  
Committee, Quetta, for twenty When I entered the profession of 
years and litigated for restoration of law, I used to work 20 hours a day. 
Mundirs and Shamshan Ghat Social work was besides that. I 
Quetta. During floods, he opened remained part of ‘panchayat’ in 
various Mundirs for the refugees Quetta for 20 years.  I was 
that had temporally migrated from providing free legal support to 
Sindh and Punjab.  Justice Kohli is various mosques and Imam Bargahs. 
also the member of GEP's National As a part of ‘panchayat,’ I dealt with 
Advisory Forum (NAF). several cases including the famous 
 case of the 1970’s where a 

‘Shamshan Ghat’ was allotted to 
certain people to put foundations 
of a mosque.  As a result, Hindus 
would be left with no place to burn 

 their dead bodies. This case went 
A: My family migrated from Kashmir up till the Supreme Court twice 
more than 150 years ago. I was and ultimately I won this case.
born in Quetta.  My father died It was inborn in me. I will give you 

Q : Please share with us your 
journey of becoming one of the 
most prominent human rights 
defenders in Pakistan?
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A Word with 

Justice (Retd) Mehta 

Kailash Nath KohliA student from Szabist 
University, Islamabad, 
expresses her views on 
gender-based violence (GBV) 
at an event organised to 
launch five research studies 
on GBV on February 25, 2013. 
Students from public and 
private universities of 
Islamabad and Rawalpindi 
including Quaid-e-Azam 
University, Szabist University, 
International Islamic 
University, University of 
Lahore, Fatima Jinnah Women 
University and National 
University of Science and 
Technology (NUST) 
participated in the event. 

"To develop an 
overall secure 
working 
environment, 
every woman and 
girl should take 
stand against 
sexual 
harassment at 
workplace,” 
suggested Arifa 
Ahmed, a student of 
Bahria University, 
Islamabad, during an 
interactive theatrical 
performance by 
Interactive Resource 
Centre on March 27, 
2013.

GEP in Action

GEP Capacity 

Building

GEP Events

GEP Success Stories
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GEP in Action

Pakistan’s First 3D Cartoon 
Animation Series ‘Mein Aur 
Meray Dost’ Goes on Air

various gender-related predicaments.
Geo TV allocated a 30-minute slot to the series on 
every Sunday at 5:30 pm airing two episodes. There 
was a repeat telecast on every Monday at 1pm. 
Similarly,  Aag TV also telecast two back-to-back 
episodes on every Sunday at 7:30pm and a repeat 

Another unique telecast on every Monday at 5:00pm. 
project under GEP 
- “Mein Aur Mere The success of this series is reflected in the number 
Dost” (Me and My of hits it received on the website ‘Mein Aur Mere 
Friends) -  Dost’, developed by Creative Village during the last 
Pakistan’s first 3D quarter. 
animated series 
has been Detailed statistics of hits and likes on Facebook are 
completed with given below:
the successful 
airing of all seven 
episodes on 
Pakistan’s premier 
channels Geo TV 
and Aag TV from 
February 3 to February 17, 2013. 

The animation features a team of three young 
middle-school detectives investigating a troubled Creative Village developed a separate comic book 
fellow student who is displaying behavioral changes for each episode with each being re-written to 
associated with victims of gender discrimination and develop it into book form and to make it more 
violence. The plot revolves around the detectives interesting for readers. Each comic book comprises 
rescuing the troubled student from her dilemma and approximately 10 pages which includes text and 
continues as she joins them to help them tackle images. 

On February 3, the ratings of Mein aur Meray Dost went high from 1.00 million to 1.47 million viewers. The comparison of GEO TV with 
Pakistani channels states that it was amongst the highest in the 17:30 to 18:00 hrs. time slot. Ratings of Mein aur Meray compared 
with the Indian channels, excluding Star Plus, shows that it was highest among the Indian channels like Life OK, Sony, ZeeTV and Colours. 

example of another famous case from concrete legislative measures were initiated. It 
Naseerabaad. A marriage was settled to solve a was a direct outcome of GEP's efforts because to 
dispute. The girl didn't want to marry the guy. legislate something is the most difficult part of 
Meanwhile, the boy died because of some disease. the legal framework.
The girl went to his house for condolence but 
after that, she was not allowed to go back.
 
I did many cases but this was a classic case. The 
girl’s family filed petition.  I was approached by 
her relatives . They told me that the  father of the 
boy wanted to marry the girl now. I went to A: These laws protect the rights of women. Only 
Chief Justice and told him the situation. I never awareness of these laws has made a difference. 
used to give a wrong statement so CJ The number of women approaching courts for 
immediately ordered deputy commissioner to their rights is increasing which is a very positive 
take action. The girl was produced in the court change. Now we are at the stage of laying down 
where she was handed over to her family. methodologies with regard to effective 

implementation of these legislations.
 
I think we need to create more awareness 
especially about the success stories where 
women approached the courts and won cases. It 
will encourage more women to speak out and 
struggle for their rights. 
 

 
In 2000, I was nominated as Deputy Attorney A: First we need to activate our members to 
General of Pakistan and stayed at the position for spread awareness. Engaging judiciary as well as 
four years. After that, my tenure as High Court investing agencies is equally important. 
judge began. In 2006, the NCSW wanted an Sensitization of judicial officers can also make a 
expert opinion with regard to Hindus and huge difference in creating an enabling 
minority law. They requested me for the environment for survivors.
presentation. I was working as a High Court  
judge at that time. The permission was sought I remember the case of a widow who had two 
from the Chief Justice. I gave a  lecture of 2-3 small children. She brought her inheritance case 
hours and everybody was shocked to listen to to me when I was a High Court judge .  As I was 
the details. That was my first interaction with the reading the agreement, I thought of examining the 
NCSW.  Then in 2010, I was requested to join agreement in which it had been stated that her 
NCSW as a member of the legal committee. land has been sold. The signatures didn’t match. I 
 called the stamp writer who wrote the 

agreement and asked him to compare the 
signatures. I referred to Surah Baqarah which says 
that “it’s the order of the God that we have to 
protect as judges, the rights of orphans and 
widows.” He had no answer. The case was solved 

A: I believe that GEP has played an important role the same day. 
in supporting and helping women monetarily and 
morally. There was an obvious change in the I believe that If you want to work for human 
mindset of the government. For example rights, you can work on any platform. 

Q: The Pakistani government has passed 
several pro-women laws in the past seven 
years. What impact do these laws have on 
the lives of ordinary women?

Q: A big number of GEP grants are directly 
or indirectly linked with the legal rights of 
women. What are your suggestions to 
further enhance their impact?

Q: As member National Advisory Forum 
(NAF) for GEP, what are your observations 
about the role GEP has played during last 
two years for women empowerment?

Justice Kohli participates in fifth NAF meeting in Islamabad. Total Impressions 79,237
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Interactive Theatre 
Performances Highlight 
Harassment at Workplace

University, said Rashida’s family can either 
become a universal helper or a universal 
perpetrator by not standing for the right thing. 
Arifa, another student, said that women like 
Rashida should take a stand if they are to make 
the workplace environment more secure. The Interactive Resource Center (IRC), under 

the ‘Advocacy and Dissemination Campaign on 
Another participant noted how the mindset of a Gender Based Violence’ project, organized 
victim’s parents heavily influences the decision interactive theatre performances at the National 
she takes. They said that if supported by friends Press Club and the Quaid-i-Azam University.
and family, a victim is in a better situation to deal  
with the repercussions of reporting such an The theatrical 
incident.performances, 
 organized on 
IRC Director Muhammad Waseem stressed the March 19 and 
fact that the laws against sexual harassment at March 27, 
workplace have not been made against men, but 2013, were 
to safeguard them and their families. He also aimed at 
highlighted the role that media can play in creating 
spreading awareness about the topic.awareness on 

Harassment 
of Women at 
Workplace 
Act 2010 and 
targeted  
stereotypes 
surrounding 
sexual harassment in society.
 
The performance started with the appearance of 
characters such as Pichhal Pera, Jhanku Jhamera, 
Khabees on Wheels, Khudai Theekedar, Ocha 
Boss and Luccha Ustaad harassing women on 
roads, in markets, outside colleges and at 
workplaces. 
 
The story of the play revolved around Rashida 
who works in an office and is harassed by her 

 boss. After hearing about ‘Protection against 
He shared the findings of a survey in which Harassment of Women at Workplace 2010’, she 
perpetrators said that they harass girls that look decides to file a case before being pressured by 
vulnerable . The director also explained the the harasser and her family into withdrawing the 
purpose behind organizing an interactive theatre: case.
“Through our methods, we want to advocate the  
rights of women when it comes to protecting The performance was thoroughly enjoyed by 
themselves from sexual harassment and its both audiences. The play was followed by 
numerous forms that prevail in our society. The impromptu performances by the audience, who 
primary focus is on how Protection against were given situations to act out and thus give 
Harassment of Women at the Workplace Act 2010 their own feedback on the subject.
and The Criminal Law Act (on Sexual Harassment)  
2009 can be utilized to protect women.”Humayun Zeb, a student from Quaid-i-Azam 
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GEP Capacity Building 

GEP Organizes Seven Pre-
Orientation Meetings for 
Grant Cycle 7

for future meetings with potential sub-grantees 
and has helped in highlighting what works and 
what does not. The next pre-grant orientation 
will have interactive workshops instead of 
meetings.

GEP’s Capacity Building Unit (CBU) organized 
Participants of pre-grant orientation meetings seven pre-grant orientation meetings for Grant 
were from different non-governmental Cycle 7 in close coordination with all regions on 
organizations (NGOs), civil society organizations February 6 and 7, 2013. 
(CSO)s, community-based organisations( CBO)s 
and IT firms.Request for Proposals (RFPs) for Grant Cycle 7 

were floated in February, with proposals being 
received by the first week of March. Grant Cycle 
7 focuses on the economic empowerment of 
women.

A total of 532 proposals were received for Grant 
Cycle 7, which is the highest number ever 
received by GEP in a single Grant Cycle. The 
volume of material to be assessed presented a 
big challenge to the GEP team, with more time 
and human resources required.

As part of its strategy to build the capacity of its 
staff members, the Capacity Building Unit (CBU) 
embarked on gender sessions focusing on a 
particular gender issue each month. Three 
sessions were organized:

The first session in the series was organized on 
January 3, 2013 and focused on the practice and 

In pre-grant orientation meetings, the CBU 
prevalence of “Swara” in Pakistan. The session 

modified the process by preparing a single 
was led by Samar Minallah, who shared clips from 

presentation to be used in all the regions. The 
her documentary “Swara-The Human Shield”. 

CBU also floated a questionnaire to be filled by 
The documentary focuses on compensation 

the regional CB staff after the meetings had been 
marriages – a culturally-sanctioned form of 

conducted. The report generated from this 
violence against women in Pakistan.

questionnaire assisted in improving the strategy 
The powerful images presented in the 

Gender Sessions for GEP 
Staff Members

 Samar Minallah Highlights Plights of 
Women Exchanged to Settle Disputes
l

Graph of proposals received for Grant Cycle 7.

IRC performance at National Press Club 
Islamabad.

IRC performance during GEP's annual National Planning and 
Review Meeting in Islamabad.
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documentary held the attention of the audience Pro-Women Laws” was held on February 25, 
that included staff members from Aurat 2013. The session was attended by the sub-
Foundation’s (AF) head office. grantees awarded media grants under the 

Gender Equity Program (GEP).

The objective of the session was to explain the 
five pro-women laws currently in place and also 
highlight some of the legal loopholes in them. The 
session was led by Syeda Viqar-un-Nisa Hashmi. 
She briefly explained each law, focusing 
specifically on the acts criminalized under the law, 
punishment(s) provided to the victim, important 
provisions under the law in question and 
immediate steps to be taken by the aggrieved 
party.

Samar explained the plight of these women and 
children, who are given off as compensation to The Criminal Law Act (on Sexual Harassment) 
settle disputes.The documentary also discussed 2009, Acid Control and Acid Crimes Prevention 
men against Swara suffering from sheer Act 2010, the Prevention of Anti-Women 
frustration and grief at being unable to raise their Practices (Criminal Law Amendment) Act 2011, 
voices against this inhuman practice. the Criminal Law (Amendment) Act 2004 and 

the Domestic Violence (Prevention & Protection) 
The audience were also told that Swara and Bill were the five laws discussed.
Vanni are the same form of gender-based 
violence (GBV) practiced in multiple regions with 
different names. 

 
A three-day workshop was held in Karachi on 

A second session on the “Story of Psycho-Social sub-grant design and development of related 
Rehabilitation” was conducted by Dr. Khadija Terms of Reference (TOR) for the upcoming 
Tahir on February 14, 2013. Dr. Khadija explained Grant Cycle 8. The first workshop of this kind 
what psychosocial counseling is and who needs it. was held for Cycle 7 and aided in generating 
She also described the work she has done for ideas and building capacities of GEP staff, as well 
acid attack survivors. as making the TOR development process more 

participatory for greater ownership across all 
Sharing the stories of survivors and the struggles levels. 
they endure during the rehabilitation process, Dr.  
Khadija spoke of the importance of social, The workshop made use of a knowledgeable 
psychological and economic reintegration of resource group for the design of Grant Cycle 8. 
these individuals into society. Participants learnt The workshop briefed GEP’s regional staff on 
that one of the most important aspects of sub-grant design and TOR development. Technical 
rehabilitating a survivor is building a daily routine input was taken from regional teams to reflect 
for them as it renders structure in their lives and contextual realities and devise achievable 
stops them from falling into depression. solutions.  A set of sub-grants were then 

designed on the basis of GEP’s commitments as 
per the annual work plan under objective one.  
Detailed TORs were defined for the Request for 
Proposal (RFP) for each sub-grant.

Another session on the “Introduction to Five 

GEP’s Regional Staff Receives 
Orientation on TOR 

l GEP Staff Receives Training on Development
Psycho-Social Rehabilitation

l Sub-Grantees Attend Session on Five 
Pro-Women Laws
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Samar Minallah answers a question raised by a participant.

Tahir Shah’s honest confession at the end of its correlation with domestic violence. The play 
Interactive Resource Centre’s (IRC) performance aimed to raise awareness about the bill on 
clarified many concepts in context to links domestic violence.
between masculinity and gender-based violence.
 Performed solely by men, the play deals with 
Tahir, President of social behaviours that reinforce male domination 
Saiban, a sub-grantee of and lead to domestic violence. 
the Gender Equity  
Program (GEP), is For Tahir, violence against women, either physical 
seldom absent from a or psychological, is harmful for the whole family. 
theatre performances He believes that his biggest asset is peace and 
by IRC. “These plays happiness at home.
always have a great 
impact on me. My family 
is an example of the fact 
that life is bliss if your 
wife enjoys the status of 
an equal partner instead of a subordinate,” he 
said.
 
Tahir belongs to a religiously conservative family 
where women are bound by traditional gender 
roles. “I went against all those norms. My family 
used to call me names like ‘Zun Mureed’ (wife’s 
worshipper) but after they saw what good it has 
brought me and the whole family, they now agree 
that I was right,” he shared.
  “My wife and I were able to face the hardest of 
Tahir candidly shared his experience after an IRC times only because we were a support network 
performance. The play entitled, “Domestic for each other. Now my daughter is doing her 
Violence and Masculinity,” was organised by masters in pharmacy. It is so fulfilling for me 
Interactive Resource Centre (IRC), under the when she says that she will marry a man who has 
banner of the Gender Equity Program (GEP), the same qualities as her father,” he said with 
Aurat Foundation. It focused on masculinity and tears welling up in his eyes.

Success Story
An Honest Confession

IRC team performs in the play "Domestic Violence and Masculinity,"
at Islamabad Press Club.

Display of GEP publications at a ceremony organized 
to celebrate National Day at US Consul General's 
Residence Lahore on February 21, 2013. Chief 
Minister of Punjab Shahbaz Sharif was the Chief 
Guest of the event. He applauded USAID efforts for 
promoting development in Pakistan. US Ambassador 
Richard Olson met with GEP team and appreciated 
the innovative approach of GEP projects undertaken 
to combat gender based violence. 

Tahir shares his experience 
after the play.
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GEP Events

GEP Staff Members Share 
Achievements and 
Challenges at National 
Planning and Review Meeting

The meeting also gave the regions and head 
office a chance to devise work plans for the next 
quarter and decide on the case studies that will 
be written and published in the coming months. 
Job descriptions of the GEP team were discussed 
in order to better reflect the roles and 
responsibilities the team members.

Providing GEP staff members an open forum to  
recount the achievements and challenges of GEP Speaking on this occasion, Chief of Party Simi 
in the last two-and-a-half years, GEP held a Kamal said GEP has proven that United States-
three-day National Planning and Review Meeting Pakistan partnerships can and do work and 
in Islamabad on March 27-29, 2013. organizations can maintain their standards and 

principles in the face of pressure from donor 
GEP staff members from Islamabad, Lahore, organizations, as is evident from GEP’s history. 
Karachi, Peshawar, Quetta and Gilgit Baltistan 
along with representatives of The Asia “Additionally, GEP’s jigsaw puzzle approach and 
Foundation (TAF) participated in the meeting. linking of grants has proven to be quite 
This meeting was particularly important because successful, enabling the program to have a 
GEP has reached the mid-point in its program cumulative impact on its beneficiaries,” she said.
span of five years.  

The meeting started with a round of 
The meeting clarified the roles of GEP regional introductions and a warm-up exercise conducted 
staff members and offered an opportunity to by Simi Kamal. The participants were then asked 
voice some of the struggles they encounter in to identify GEP’s achievements in the last three 
their day-to-day activities. years. 

Participants of National Planning and Review Meeting pose for a group photograph, Islamabad.

Areas pointed out by participants 
included following: 

performance by Interactive Resource on the 
Harassment of Women at Workplace 2010 which 
saw active participation and was thoroughly 
enjoyed by GEP staffers. ·  A strong network of sub-grantees

· Research on gender issues
·Changing perspectives on gender
·Progression from “me” approach to more 

team spirited “we” approach
·Reaching beneficiaries at the grassroots level
·Learning of social issues in context to To highlight the issue of gender-based violence 

women all over Pakistan through radio productions, the Pakistan 
·Giving smaller organizations a chance to Broadcasting Corporation held an All-Pakistan 

work on a large scale project such as GEP Radio Productions Award Ceremony in Lahore 
on March 8, 2013. The event was organized to ·3D animation (cartoon series) and Public 
mobilize youth from universities, degree-awarding Service Messages (PSMs) via media grants
institutions and colleges offering Masters in Mass ·Better assessment of the potential of other 
Communication in Pakistan. Approximately 257 organizations and their capacity building 
students from 29 universities submitted a total of needs
71 documentaries for this competition.·Breaking the concept that only American 

contractors/companies can manage big 
projects

·Good example of a successful collaboration 
between local and international organizations

·Registration of countless women for 
Computerized National Identity Cards 
(CNICs) during Grant Cycle 3 and 5

· Information dissemination via GEP's research 
studies on gender-based violence

·Diversification of GEP's vision through which 
it supports people from different 
backgrounds

·Large outreach in Pakistan
·Partnership with government via National 

Database and Registration Authority Grant for Radio Pakistan which is GEP’s largest 
(NADRA), National Commission on the non-competitive grant for the Media and 
Status of Women (NCSW) and Ministry of Communications Unit lays down an extensive 
Human Rights plan for awareness-raising on identified gender-

·The National Advisory Forum (NAF) related issues through a series of programs aired 
by Pakistan Broadcasting Corporation (PBC).

The meeting included presentations on the 
working and achievements of Objective Radio Pakistan is the biggest broadcasting setup 
Management Unit (OMU) in TAF, Grants and in the country.  According to a Gallup Poll, they 
Finance Unit, Grants Control Unit, Capacity cover 80 per cent of the geographical area and 
Building Unit, Monitoring and Evaluation Unit, 96.5 per cent of the population. It has offices in 
Media and Communications Unit and nine cities of the country with their own 
Coordination Unit. Later, Simi Kamal gave a broadcasts, programs and news in almost all the 
briefing on the American Goverment's Office of languages spoken in Pakistan.  All these factors 
Inspector General. provide PBC unmatched outreach and 

listenership.
The meeting also featured a lively theatre 

PBC Holds All-Pakistan 
Radio Awards

Students from Lahore College for Women receiving an 
award for best Public Service Message from famous writer 
Munnu Bhai in Lahore.
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and Girls in Pakistan by 
Maliha Hussein and Shazreh 
Hussain; A Primary Data 
Research Study on 
Customary Practices 
Leading to Gender- Based 
Violence by the 
Department of Gender 
Studies, University of 
Lahore; A Primary Data 
Research Study on Sexual 
Harassment by Semiotics 
Consultants (Pvt) Limited 
and A Primary Data 
Research Study on Social 
and Legal Responses to 
Rape by Naghma Imdad.
 

continuation of projects benefitting women in The findings from these studies will not only help 
the next government. to highlight the enormity of different forms of 
 GBV but will be an invaluable asset for GEP's 
Shahnaz Wazir Ali appreciated the efforts of Grant Cycle  6 that is designed to offer seamless 
provincial Women Development Departments service to victims and Grant Cycle 8 which is on 
for women’s empowerment despite major social access to justice.
and economic constraints. “We need to find ways 
to keep it going and further build on them,” she 
said.   

Providing a comprehensive analysis of some 
crucial aspects of GBV prevalent in Pakistani 
society, Aurat Foundation (AF), under its USAID-
funded Gender Equity Program (GEP), launched 

five research studies 
on gender-based 
violence on February  
25, 2013. Speaking on the occasion, the Agreement Officer 
 Representative USAID, Charles Cutshall said that 
The researches in all societies, women and girls are subjected to 
include:  A Primary physical, sexual and psychological violence. He 
Data Research Study said the first step towards solving the problem is 
on Domestic Violence to identify the source. “The information in these 
by Sebcon; A Research studies must be used to advocate for better 
Study on Internal support and laws for women.” He said only 
Trafficking of Women youth can bring change in society.

GEP Launches Five Research 
Studies on Gender-Based 
Violence

Participants of fifth NAF Meeting in a group photograph.

Through this sub-grant, content based on gender- tenure coming to an end.
related issues, specifically gender-based violence                                                                                                                           
(GBV) is increasing in PBC’s programming, The meeting’s theme was ‘Leadership in 
thereby enhancing awareness on this issue. The Perpetuity’, chosen in view of the national 
sub-grant will also focus on conducting gender elections. The objective was to ensure NAF 
sensitization trainings of PBC staff across the members’ commitment to gender equity in 
country which is expected to reflect in future Pakistan continued beyond their membership.
PBC programs. The professional capability of PBC  
staff to prepare programs and news on gender- The second main agenda was to discuss the 
related subjects is also being strengthened. progress made by provincial governments on 

their proposals for non-competitive sub-grants 
from GEP and steps taken by them to implement 
women’s empowerment reforms in each 
province.

 The meeting started with a presentation on 
GEP’s progress by Chief of Party Simi Kamal,  

Bringing together major stakeholders on women followed by presentations of others including 
development together, GEP organized its fifth Provincial Ministers for Women Development 
meeting of the National Advisory Forum (NAF) from Sindh, Tauqeer Fatima Bhutto, Sitara Ayaz 
on February 8-9, 2013.  (KPK), Ghazala Gola (Balochistan) and Advisor 

Tourism and Women 
Development Gilgit Baltistan, 
Sadia Danish.
 
The ministers shared the 
performance of Women 
Development Departments in 
the past five years and expressed 
their concerns regarding 
sustainability of these projects in 
future. They suggested 
documenting and disseminating 
details of on-going projects so 
that relevant government 
departments, civil society and 
donor agencies could ensure the 
continuation of these initiatives.  

  The provincial ministers also discussed 
Special Assistant to the Prime Minister Shahnaz challenges they faced in pursuing their goals. With 
Wazir Ali presided over the meeting along with the PPP government’s term nearing an end, they 
Chairperson National Commission on the Status said bureaucratic machinery had already lost 
of Women, Khawar Mumtaz. Provincial Ministers interest in on-going projects, especially those 
for Women Development from Sindh, Khyber related to women.
Pakhtunkhwa (KPK), Balochistan and Gilgit  
Baltistan, government officials, gender experts, They also expressed hope that the newly-
academics and retired judges attended the two- established autonomous National Commission 
day meeting for mainly discussing the on the Status of Women (NCSW) would be a 
sustainability of women-related projects during strong platform to voice their concerns during 
the transition period with PPP government’s the transition period and to lobby for 

National Advisory Forum 
Meets to Discuss Future of  
Women-Related Projects

Special Assistant to Prime Minister Shahnaz Wazir Ali and Chairperson National 
Commission on the Status of  Women Khawar Mumtaz during NAF meeting 
in Islamabad.

Faculty members and students from different universities 
attend the launching ceremony in Islamabad.
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Success Story
Shazia's Ordeal Ends

For long, Shazia of But seeking assistance from the Fund required 
Loralai district was submitting a NIC and obtaining one would 
down with a kidney require time, so thought her mother. 
ailment; she had no Disappointment crept in, again.
money for treatment  
and no Computerized Shazia was on pain-killers for temporary relief 
National Identity Card and prayed for a miracle. It did happen. She was 
that would have helped told that Gul Welfare Organization, in 
her get assistance from partnership with the Devolution Trust for 
the Zakat Fund. Community Empowerment (DTCE), a sub-
 grantee of Gender Equity Program,  is providing 

Her condition continued to worsen. Money facilitation in documentation of CNIC 
earned by working as a house maid along with registration and an MRV facility in the village 
her mother at an influential villager’s home in under its project 'Supporting Women’s CNIC 
Killi Bani Kot, Tehsil Duki was not enough to Registration.'
meet even their basic needs.  
 An application for registration was submitted and 
The situation appeared grim. Time was ticking she soon got her CNIC. This enabled her to 
away for this young woman whose father died return to the hospital and apply for the Zakat 
when she was small. She had no siblings. Fund. Her application got approved and 
                                                                                 s u  b  s e  q  u e  n  t l y   t  h e    t r  e a  t m   e nt began.
Her disease was indeed curable and doctors at  
the Civil Hospital in Quetta suggested some “At one point we were really disappointed 
critical tests and prescribed medication early on. knowing that CNIC registration was not possible 
However, both were expensive, costs Shazia was in time due to the complex procedures and the 
unable to bear. prevailing social barriers,” says Shazia.
  
Something had to be worked out and quickly so. Today Shazia has fully recovered and is thankful 
A ray of hope emerged when her mother learnt to the Gul Welfare Organization for making her 
of the Zakat Fund for the needy and the poor. recovery and treatment possible.

 The research studies Girls In Pakistan" 
depict that almost 100 reveals that human 
per cent respondents trafficking is most 
viewed domestic likely to occur in areas 
violence as a serious where there is a 
issue.  The findings concentration of illegal 
confirm that violence migrants or internally 
has long-lasting effects and externally 
on women and displaced individuals 
children. Also, children owing to natural 
often repeat the disasters or political 
violence they witness and social conflicts. 
at home. The factors that assist 
 internal trafficking to thrive in Pakistan include 
In the Primary Data Research Study on criminal intent, financial gain, poverty, illiteracy, 
Customary Practices Leading to Gender-Based patriarchal views and 
Violence, 68 per cent respondents shared that injustices imbedded in 
early marriages, Watta deeply held beliefs and 
Satta and honor customs in context to 
killings are the most women.
prevalent customary  
practices that lead to According to GEP's 
gender-based violence. Chief of Party Simi 
This shows that 64 Kamal, “The 
per cent of the time, recommendation of 
cases of GBV linked these studies will help 
with customary to assess the patterns 
practices are not filed of different forms of 
with the police. GBV prevalent in Pakistani society. These 

researches will also serve as basis for future 
The study "Internal Trafficking of Women and interventions under Grant Cycle 6 and 8." 

(L -R) Nadia Tariq (GEP) presenting with Shehnaz Akhtar (SEBCON), Dr Raana Malik (Punjab University), Naghma Imdad (consultant) 
and Muneezeh Saeed Khan (GEP) seated on the stage.

In connection with the announcement of GEP Grant Cycle 7, Lahore GEP office organized 
pre-grant orientation workshops on February 6, 2013 in Lahore. The theme of Grant Cycle 7 
is “Women Economic Empowerment.”


